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Woman Involved In Assault 
Carried Taser 
Sun St. Hitchin, 4th Oct. 17:44 hrs  
A CCTV Controller heard over Police Airwaves Radio, that a woman 

in Sun Street, Hitchin 
had been assaulted 
by a group of three 
other women, one of 
whom had a Taser. 

An area camera 
search revealed 
women, matching 
the description given, 
entering the Angel 
Vaults in Sun Street 

and their images were patched  through to the Force Control Room 
as the police were advised of the whereabouts of the three suspects.  

The outside of the Angel Vaults 
was monitored until officers 
arrived and entered the premises 
where one woman was arrested. 

This is the first incident to be 
reported in Camera Shy, where a 
Taser had been carried by other 
than police officers and it appears 
that this reflects an increasing 
trend of Tasers, illegally carrier by 
the public, being seized by the 
police. 

Tasers are classified as a 
prohibited firearm in this country 
and it is therefore an offence to 
possess, purchase, acquire, 
manufacture or sell this weapon 
without lawful authority. 

The BBC reports on it’s news 
website, that the Metropolitan 
Police have seized about 500 stun 
guns in the previous three years. 
The BBC researchers purchased 

two weapons 
from a German 
supplier, both of 
wh i ch  we r e 
imported by mail 
w i t h o u t 
detection.  

Possessing a stun gun carries a 
maximum jail sentence of 10 years. 

In a period in which violent assault 
seems to be on the increase  the 
quest ions be ing asked on  
www.askthe.police.uk include, “Are 
there any legal self defence 
products that I can buy?”   

Th e  a n s w e r 
seems to be “The 
only fully legal 
se l f  de fence 
product at the 
moment is a rape 
alarm.” 
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Arrested For Assault 
Baldock St. Ware 5th Dec. 21:30 hrs. 

Camera patrol is part and parcel of 
CCTV Control Room operations and 
on this midweek evening  a control-
ler saw a man, known to the police 
for his use of violence, laying hands 
on a woman who was accompanying 
him.  He pushed her into an alley-
way  out of sight of the camera near 
Priory Street.  

The controller called the Force Con-
trol Room, advising them of the 
situation developing with the man 
known to them, then patched cam-
era images through while continuing 
to keep attention on the scene. 

Police officers arrived and the man 
was arrested for common assault 
and for breaking his bail conditions. 

Routine camera patrols and pro-
active action taken by controllers 
continues to contribute to public 
safety. 

 
 

Final Resting Place 
Station Approach, Hitchin, 16th Dec. 
04:40 hrs. 

Controllers heard a report of a sus-
pected drink driver in a red Vauxhall 
Corsa, over the police Airwaves Ra-
dio.  

As the driver, a man, was last seen 
in Walsworth Road, Hitchin, a con-
troller began looking for the car  
locating it on Station Approach.   

The Force Control Room were ad-
vised of the route the suspect driver 
was taking as he headed off towards 
Queen Street. 

Controllers continued to follow the 
police radio reports as the driver 
failed to stop after a collision, before  
eventually and finally, crashing again 

in London Road Baldock, where he 
was arrested for drink driving by 
police officers.  

The man’s final resting place was a 
prison cell. 
 
 

Drunk In Charge Of  A 
Minor 
Shenley Rd.  Borehamwood 5th Dec. 
20:30 Hrs. 

In  this incident, controllers heard a 
report over Airwaves that an intoxi-
cated man in Shenley Road was in  
charge of a minor.  A CCTV control-
ler located the man on screen and 
he was seen to be carrying a bag full 
of alcoholic drink.  At this point the 
police had not yet arrived on the 
scene. 

Under the Licensing Act 1902, it is 
illegal to be drunk in charge of a 
child in a public place.  The law for-
bids being drunk on a highway, pub-
lic place or any licensed premises 
while in charge of a child under the 
age of seven. The crime can be pun-
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ished by a fine, or up to a month 
in prison. 

The controller saw the police arrive 
on the scene in  numbers very 
quickly and the man was re-
strained and arrested shortly after-
wards. 

 

Concern For Welfare  
The Wash, Hertford, 7th Nov. 22:19 
hrs. 

CCTV controllers were contacted 
by the police Force Control Room 
following reports concerning the 
welfare of a young woman in her 
mid twenties whose description 
they provided. She had appeared 
to be having a heated argument 
with an older woman, possibly her 
mother, in the Six Templers pub. 

When a controller performing an 
area search viewed The Wash he 
saw a woman matching the de-
scription, having what appeared to 
be an argument with an older 
woman. 

The younger woman walked off 

out of the camera view, followed by 
the older one and other members of 
the public who seemed to be con-
cerned. 

The young woman finally reap-
peared in camera view and this time 
was apparently being moved by per-
sons against her will.  At this point 
the controller contacted the police 
and requested officers to attend the 
incident. 

When officers arrived they became 
concerned about the young woman’s 
mental health and she had to be 
restrained for her own safety. Offi-
cers waited for suitable transport to 
arrive to take her to Lister Hospital 
for an assessment of her state of 
health.  Controllers kept attention on 
the scene until all those involved had 
left. 

Continued Vigilance 
Pays Off 
Railway St. Hertford. 15th Dec. 15:15 
hrs. 

Having heard a report of the theft 

of an iPhone SX Max from an individ-
ual known to controllers, a call was 
received from the Force Control 
Room requesting that they look out 
for four men in dark clothing who 
were suspects. 

The controller picked up four men 
matching the description given, out-
side the train station and patched 
images through to the police control 
as officers were dispatched to detain 
them.  When the police arrived at 
the train station they were able to 
eliminate the men from their investi-
gation following further information 
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from an eye witness to the theft. 

Controllers continued to search the 
area for a period of time, but there 
was no trace of a group of men 
matching the description given. 

Controllers remain vigilant in these 
situations and two hours later four 
men matching the description of 
the wanted men were spotted in 
the area of The Wash, Hertford.  
The images were again patched 
through to the force control room 
and they were advised of the sight-
ing. 

An unmarked police unit attended 
the scene, but the men made off 
when they were approached by the 
officers.  Three of the men were 
detained and searched and police 
were able to deal with the suspects 
at the scene. 

 

 

 

Punches Thrown 
Market Place, Hitchin, 21st Oct. 
00:46 hrs 

In the early hours of Monday morn-
ing staff at Osingsky’s Bar and Grill 
contacted the CCTV control room via 
the Pub Link Radio system. Staff at 
the bar reported that door staff were 
having difficulty attempting to re-
strain a tall coloured male who was 
throwing punches at them. 

The CCTV controller viewed the en-
trance to the bar and patched im-
ages of the fracas through to the 
Force Control Room and a police unit 
duly arrived.  

Officers attempted to calm the tall 
man down, but they were also as-
saulted by him. The  officers attend-
ing were forced to use the emer-
gency button on their Airwaves Ra-
dio to summons other units to their 
aid, at which point the fight moved 
out of camera sight into the Arcade 
adjacent to the bar. 

Further police units were seen to 

attend the incident and officers re-
ported that eventually two men had 
been arrested for assault and as-
saulting a police officer. 

Controllers continued to monitor the 
incident as ambulances were called 
and attended the injured parties.  

 

Care On the Bus 
Hermitage Rd. Hitchin, 13th Nov. 
12:33 hrs. 

Controllers positioned their camera 
on the bus stop in Hermitage Road 
Hitchin after hearing a report over 
Airwaves radio that a male passen-
ger on a bus had lapsed into uncon-
sciousness. 

Images from the camera were 
patched through to the police con-
trol room and the scene monitored 
as officers attended.  It soon be-
came apparent form the radio traffic 
that the man had come to, having 
passed out following an overdose of 
drugs. 

Market Place, Hitchin 



The police arrested the man for pos-
session of an amount of heroin and 
called an ambulance for the man to 
be taken to hospital for his care.   

The incident reflects the care within 
the community for victims of drug 
addiction, as well as illustrating the 
demand it makes on our society’s 
limited resources. 
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Indecency 
Leys Avenue, Letchworth 23rd Dec. 
17:10 hrs 

Controllers heard a report that a 
man on a train had indecently 
touched two women passengers  
before getting off the train at Letch-
worth station. 

The report on Airwave included de-
tails of the man’s description and 
CCTV controllers began an area 
search around the station. A group 
of men outside the Platform pub 
could be seen all looking in a par-
ticular direction and then one man 
was seen to flag down a passing 
police unit. 

Controllers followed the direction in 
which the men had been looking and 
a man matching the description 
passed over Airwaves was located 
walking down Leys Avenue.  The 
police unit pursued the man, but he 
refused to stop for the officers and 
had to be restrained on the floor 

before he was finally arrested by 
them. 

A smashing Time 
Darkes Lane, Potters Bar 30th Nov, 
14:58 hrs. 

Controllers viewed the MacDonalds 
outlet in Darkes Lane after hearing 
reports of a large group of youths 
running in and out of the premises 
causing a nuisance.  

Controllers saw the youths in ques-
tion and patched images through to 
the Force Control Room who dis-
patched officers to attend.  

When the group of youths saw the 
police officers arriving  they immedi-
ately dispersed and no further police 
action followed. 

 Within the hour the teenagers re-
turned to McDonalds and this time 
two young men where detained by 
staff after smashing up items in the 
toilets there.  Once again controllers 
patched images through to the po-
lice control as officers attended 

Hertford 

Heroin is an opioid drug made 

from morphine, a natural 

substance taken from the seed 

pod of the Asian poppy opium 

plant,” according to the NIDA. 

It’s available as a brown or white 

powder, or as a black, sticky 

substance called black tar heroin.  

Leys Avenue, Letchworth 



again and the two young men were 
arrested for causing criminal dam-
age.  They will now have a criminal 
record to start their adult life, so not 
such a smashing time? 

 

An Evening Out 
Fish Hill, Royston 2nd Nov. 19:56 hrs. 

A controller keeping a watchful eye 
on public safety in Royston saw a 
couple, a man and woman, walking 
along the High Street and noticed 
that the man was becoming physical 
with the woman who in turn was 
trying to keep away from him. 

The man finally grabbed the woman 
by the throat and tried to push her 
over, at which point the controller 
contacted the police and patched 
images of the couple through to 
their control room. 

When the police arrived the man 
was arrested for being drunk and 
disorderly, while the woman got into 
an argument with other woman at 
the scene of the arrest.  Both 
women are abusive towards the po-
lice officers in attendance and were 
finally also arrested for being drunk 
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and disorderly and under Section 5 of 
the Public Order Act which concerns 

threatening, or abusive behaviour 
that is likely to cause alarm or dis-
tress to persons, which is deemed by 
case law to include police officers 
discharging their duties. 

 

Stolen Car Crash 
High Street, Sandy 14th Oct. 21:01 
hrs. 

While monitoring the High Street in 
Sandy the CCTV controller noticed a 

damaged Jeep SUV up against a wall 
with police officers in attendance.  
The controller patched the images 
through to the police control room, 
meanwhile hearing over Airwaves, 
that a stolen Mini had collided with 
the Jeep. 

The controller monitored the driver 
of the Mini being arrested and taken 
away while a recovery vehicle ar-
rived and removed both the dam-
aged cars.  The controller reviewed 
camera playback for evidence of the 
collision, which proved to have had 
been captured on camera. 

 

Gets His Comeuppance 
Park Place, Stevenage 6th Oct. 22:36 
hrs. 

A man was creating a disturbance 
after climbing on the first floor roof 
above the shops and banging on the 
window of a flat. The incident was 
reported over Airwaves and heard by 
controllers, who monitored the 
scene as police officers attended. 

The man told the police that he had 
been locked out of his flat, but when 
officers gained entry to the flat they 
found a woman inside with injuries 
including cuts to her face.  Furniture 
had been broken and glass had been 
smashed.   

The man had assaulted the woman 
and the police arrested him for caus-
ing actual bodily hard (ABH). An am-
bulance was called for the victim, 
while the perpetrator would surely 
get his comeuppance? 

 

To see Hertfordshire Pol ice 
information about Domestic Abuse  
visit their website at: 
 
https://www.herts.police.uk/
Information-and-services/Advice/
Domestic-abuse/Domestic-abuse 

High Street, Royston 


