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In this issue 

 
• Drug and alcohol abuse. 

What the  Centre for Social 

Justice has to say in their 

report “No Quick Fix”. 

• Illegal use of CS spray. It’s an 

offensive weapon. 

• Three arrested  for drink driv-

ing in a single incident. 

• Assault on a train. 

• Not the Christmas spirit! 

 

 

CRIME FIGURE DOWN?  
Bucking the overall trend of falling crime figures there were “signs 

of increasing upward pressures” on some crime types including 

shoplifting and theft from the person, according to the Office for Na-

tional Statistics (ONS).  Perpetrators of both these types of crime 

face detection and arrest in areas where there are ongoing partner-

ships between  security personnel, retail enterprise, CCTV and law 

enforcement  officers. The following incidents illustrate this point. 

rested them for attempted shoplift-

ing. 

UP FROM LONDON 

Queensway Shopping Centre, Ste-
venage 28th Dec. 09:17 

CCTV controllers received a call 

from the “discount UK” shop re-
porting a suspicious man riding a 

bicycle in the Forum shopping area. 
They believed he was the same 

person seen the previous day, rid-

ing round getting close to people 
using cash machines, or carrying 

shopping and personal items. 

Controllers began monitoring the 

suspect, who met another man 

near the Costa coffee shop and 

they both walked off towards King 

George playing fields.  About fif-

teen minutes later both men reap-

pear in town, both on bikes and 

again they began riding very close 

to people. Controllers noted that 

both men appeared to be very 

aware of the CCTV 

cameras and so 

the images were patched 

through to the police and local 

PCSOs were alerted to their pres-

ence. When approached by the 

PCSO one of the men stopped, but 

the other sped off towards the train 

station.  Police intercepted the man 

at the train station where he was 

waiting to get on a train.  The po-

lice located the stolen bike the man 

had been riding by the station taxi 

rank and arrested him.   

Both men came from London, with 

long records of gang affiliation, and 
both were arrested for the theft of 

bikes.  As a potential “theft from 

the person” statistic, the thieves 
got no further than stealing two 

bicycles. 

 

ATTEMPTED SHOPLIFTING 

Mansfield Road, Baldock, 2nd
 Oct.  

11:29 

An attempted shoplifting from 

Tesco Supermarket in Baldock was 

reported over North Hertfordshire 
police Airwaves, giving descriptions 

of the offenders. CCTV controllers 
began an area search and located 

two men fitting the descriptions in 

Mansfield Road.  
 Controllers di-

rected the police 

to the location 

where they were 

seen, and the 

police found the offenders and ar-
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DRUGS AND ALCOHOL 

ABUSE 

This issue of 

the newsletter 

highlights a 
number of pro-

active inci-
dents from the 

CCTV logs that 
resulted in police officers making 

arrests for drugs and alcohol abuse. 

The cost of this problem to the com-
munity has been reflected in national 

press headlines, following the publi-
cation by the Centre for Social Jus-

tice (CSJ) of their report “No Quick 

Fix” which exposes Britain’s drug 
and alcohol problem.   

Quoting the report, the Express 
wrote "Alcohol is taking an increas-

ing toll across all 

services in the 
UK and new 

emerging drugs 
are caus ing 

more harm - all 
the while fund-

ing to rehabilitation centres is being 

dramatically cut and methadone pre-
scribing is being protected." 

 
 

CLASS A DRUGS ARREST 

Market Square - Potter Street, Bish-
ops Stortford, 10

th
 Nov 00:59 

CCTV controllers received a report 

from Baroosh that some men in a 

nearby telephone kiosk were proba-
bly using drugs. CCTV located the 

men and tracked them walking down 
Potter Street and onto Station Road. 

The controller gave their details to 

the police and directed a police unit 
that stopped and searched the men 

and then arrested one for possession 
of class A drugs. 

The Misuse of Drugs Act sets out 
three separate categories, Class A, 

Class B, and Class C.  

Class A drugs represent those 
deemed most dangerous, and so 

carry the harshest punishments. 
Class C represents those thought to 

have the least capacity for harm, 

and so the Act demands more leni-

ent punishment. Drug and alcohol 
abuse increase the likelihood of vio-

lent behaviour, a fact illustrated in 
the incidents reported here.   

The following incident includes both 

alcohol and drugs, and the law con-
cerning drinking and driving. 

 

DRINK AND DRUGS DRIVER 

Bancroft, Hitchin, 23
rd

 Nov 05:21 

Controllers heard over Airwaves, 

that a police unit had requested 
breath tubes for a 

driver stopped by 
the unit in Hermit-

age Road, Hitchin. 
CCTV cameras be-

gan monitoring Her-

mitage Road where 
the driver was seen 

sitting in the police vehicle and was 
being guarded by a police officer.  

 

Another police officer carried out a 
vehicle check and searched the 

Bishops Stortford 



nage police officer reporting he was 

behind a vehicle that has come up 
on the Automatic Number Plate Rec-

ognition (ANPR) system as being 
involved in drug use and supply. The 

vehicle was on Gunnels Wood Road 

being driven towards the Glaxo 
roundabout, where its approach was 

monitored by the camera there.  The 
vehicle turned towards Junction 7 
the A1M, but was stopped by the 
police and the occupants searched. 
One male was arrested for a positive 
search result  

 

BBC CSJ REPORT  

The  BBC news web pages carry a  

report containing more details of the 
Select Committee report entitled 

“Drug classification rethink urged” it 
is written by Pallab Ghosh. The Web 

address of 
the article is 

shown in the 

banner at 
the foot of 

this page. 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk_politics/5230006.stm 

man’s car. A further police unit at-

tended with a breath box and the 
man was breathalysed and a gave a 

positive result. The officer searching 
the car found class A and B drugs 

and the driver was arrested for 

drink/driving and being in possession 
of illegal drugs. 

 
 

ALCOHOL AND CRIME 

The previously mentioned CSJ re-

port, argues that the present system 

of classifying drugs was based on 
historical assumptions and not scien-

tific assessment, and suggests that 

drugs should be rated according to 
the harm done.  

On this basis alcohol would be rated 
the fifth most harmful drug. Cer-

tainly this newsletter highlights the 

disorder and criminal damage in-
volved in incidents where alcohol 

has been consumed in excess, and 
arguably there lies the difference 

between drugs and alcohol. 

 

DRUNK IN POSSESSION 

Bridge St., Bishops Stortford, 29th 
November 22:57 

The CCTV control room received a 

call via Pub Link, from the Black Lion 
in Bishops Stortford reporting that 

they had a drunk and aggressive 
man refusing to leave their premises 

and requesting police assistance. 

The police arrived in force and offi-
cers were forced to carry the man 

bodily by arms and legs to remove 
him from the pub. So violent was 

the struggle that he had to be cuffed 
hand and foot and put into a police 

van, where a body search found he 

was also in possession of class B 
drugs.  The man was arrested for 

assaulting the police and possession. 
 

ANPR  DRUGS LEAD 

A1M - Junction 7, Stevenage, 8th 
December 15:09 

In this incident controllers moni-

tored a transmission from a Steve-

 

Bridge St., Bishops Stortford.  
Sun Street junction with Tilehouse Street, Hitchin 

Springtime 
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A LOAD OF BOLLARDS 

High Street, Ware, 20th Oct. 17:40 

Controllers heard over Airwaves of 

a disturbance at Tudor Square, 

Ware, and from the camera opposite 

Church Road, viewed a middle aged 

man goading a younger man. The 

older man threw a few punches at 

the younger one without connecting 

and then both men went on their 

way without further fisticuffs.   

Shortly the older man 

returned to the scene 

and managed to uproot 
one of the iron street 

bollards. Controllers 
continued to monitor the 

scene as police officers 
arrived before the man 

had time to decide what 

he going to do with the 
bollard.  The man, already belliger-

ent, began, kicking and attempting 
to head-butt the officer and was 

duly arrested. 

ILLEGAL CS SPAY 

John Dyde, Bishops Stortford, 29th 
Oct. 02:10 

Following a call from East Hertford-

shire police, CCTV cameras were 

brought to bear on a group of peo-

ple outside the Fountain Public 

House.  The people were pushing 

and shoving each other when the 

police arrived and began separating 

the crowd. There were reports that 

one man in the crowd  had dis-

charged a CS gas canister during the 

disturbance outside the pub.  A man 

in distinctive clothing was identified 

as the offender, and since the use of 

CS gas by members of the public is 

illegal, the man was arrested for the 

use of an offen-

sive weapon. 

THREE ARRESTED WITH 

CCTV HELP 

Bull Plain, Hertford, 15th Nov 00:00 

The Stone House bar in Hertford 

reported that a group of men had 
been removed from their premises 

for being drunk and disorderly.  

One of the men was having an argu-

ment with his girlfriend while the 
others began leaving the area.  

When two of the men got into a red 

car and drove off, Stone House staff 
advised the CCTV controller that 

they were both intoxicated. The con-
troller viewed the vehicle being 

driven off in away that seemed to 

confirm this information. 

Hertford police control room was 

informed of the suspected drunken 
driver and a police unit was dis-

patched to the incident. 

The controller continued to monitor 
the car as it was driven into Fore 

Street and a three point turn was 
executed with some loss of control 

before the car returned to Salisbury 

Bull Plain, Hertford 
Baldock Traffic 

 

Banned under 

Section 5 of the 

Firearms Act. 

Hertford Town 



Square. There a third man began a 

heated discussion with the driver 
followed by several changes of the 

person taking the driving seat. 

 The car was then driven to Birchley 

Green where the men again changed 

drivers several times. All three men 
were monitored driving the vehicle 

until the police stopped the car in 
Railway Street.  

Two men made off from the police 

and the third was detained with the 

car and gave a positive breath test. 

Controllers actively monitored the 

fleeing men, one heading back to 
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the bus station and was stopped by 

a police officer, struggled and was 

detained on the floor and then ar-

rested. The other was seen heading 

toward Tesco and then headed on to 

Fore Street. While fleeing down Fore 

Street onto Salisbury Square, he was 

stopped by police and also arrested. 

 

NOT THE XMAS SPIRIT 

Lytton Way, Stevenage, 5th Dec. 
06:45 

Security staff at Tesco supermarket 

called CCTV for assistance when two 
drunk men in the store began 

threatening the man-
ager who had refused 

to give them a refund 

for beer they wanted 
to return. 

The reason the man-

ager refused was that the men were 

trying to get cash for beer they had 

stolen earlier that day.  Did they be-

lieve in Father Christmas? We don’t 

know, but the season of good will 

ended for them when the police ar-

rived and arrested the pair for shop 

lifting. 

 

ASSAULT IN AMPTHILL 

Dunstable St., Ampthill, 25th Dec. 

13:57 

A controller noticed a large crowd 

of people outside the Engine and 

Tender pub in Dunstable Street, 

Ampthill. Two men began to cross 

the road when one stooped to pick 

up something from the road. The 

other man pushed him and he stum-

bled and fell to the ground.  The 

second man then punched the first 

in the head and kicked him.  

The injured person had to be taken 

to hospital and although there was 

no police presence during the inci-

dent, the evidence of the assault 

McDonald’s Borehamwood 

Shops in Royston 

Ampthill Bedfordshire 



was captured as the images where 

recorded and available as evidence. 

Images are routinely stored for a 

minimum of 30 days and if viewed 

by a police officer and required for 

evidence, they will be transferred to 

removable media and kept for any 

resulting criminal proceedings.  

The Partnership publishes it’s Code 

of Practice which is made available 

to the public and which  contains 

details of its partnerships, principles, 

practices and procedures. 

THEY ALSO SERVE … 

Finally in this issue, to reflect on 

John Milton’s words, CCTV control-

lers will respond to incidents and 
monitor situations as they develop. 

Often reported in these pages, pro-

active work on their part provides 
law enforcement and emergency 

services with valuable, even essen-
tial information in bringing criminals 

to justice, or expediting welfare care 
to members of the public unfortu-

nate enough to suffer illness, or ac-

cidents while out and about. 

                  http://www.stevenage.gov.uk/about-stevenage/cctv/ 

 Hundreds of incidents in a month 

and thousands in a year are moni-
tored and logged by the control 

room as part of their community 
partnership. 

ASSAULT 

Station Approach, Hitchin, 5th Oct. 
16:30 

Controllers monitored a transmis-

sion from North Hertfordshire police 
control room reporting a man at 

Hitchin train station who has been 
detained by staff on the train after 

having assaulted a 16 year old girl.  

The man had reportedly stripped 

himself naked and when police ar-

rived at the 

station they 

had re-

ceived re-

ports that 

the man had 

connections 

with certain 

shady organisations.  

While being removed from the train, 

an officer reported that the man had 

fallen out of the train door and re-

quired an ambulance. The police 

officer in charge at the scene re-

quested the train remain where it 

was and that an explosives trained 

dog unit attend to search train. Also 

on the scene at this point were the 

British Transport Police.  

Throughout this incident controllers 

continued to monitor events and 

communications ready to provide 

any necessary assistance. Further 

police investigation allayed earlier 

fears about the man’s association 

with suspect organisations and so 

the transport police were happy to 

search the train without a dog, and 

they subsequently allowed it back 

into service.  

The male offender was taken to hos-

pital to have his cut treated and was 

then arrested for the original as-

sault. 

Shenley Road, Borehamwood 

Hitchin Railway Station 


