
Questions or ideas?  E-mail: daveysmith@ntlworld.com 

Howard Drive, 12th Aug. 21:01 hrs. 

Across the other side of Boreham-

wood two days later, controllers  

 

heard a man had been stabbed and 
was in Francos Pizza’s in Howard 
Drive.  

Controllers monitored the area as 
police and an ambulance crew dealt 
with the injured person, before in-
formation led the police to stop and 
detain the suspect for the crime in 
Elstree Way, where  controllers 
monitored his arrest. 

 
 

In This Issue: 

 Kidnapping and  sexual 
assault. 

 Operation Scorpion, 
two Arrested. 

 Drugs gang arrest. 

 Knife crime on the in-
crease. 

 Street robbery. 

 Concern for welfare, a 
resource issue? 

Five Arrested in Boreham-
wood 
Leeming Rd. Borehamwood, 10th Aug. 14:53 hrs. 

Controllers heard reports of a large group of men with knifes and other 
weapons seen in Leeming Road, Borehamwood. The controller located a 
group of three men, who were shortly joined by another four. He monitored 
one man carefully concealing a ‘baton’ type pole in his coat, before putting it 
back on again.  Another man in the group was seen to be carrying a long 
metal chain with a handle attached. 

The controller called the Force Control Room passing on this information 
and identified  three of the group whose names were known to the CCTV 
control room. 

The controller continued to monitor the group of men and update their 
movements to the police, as they moved off towards Aycliffe Road and then 
headed towards Belford Road. 

A coordinated response team, including an Armed Response Vehicle,  Na-
tional Police Air Service and other police officers began arriving at the scene 
and the group of men made off.  They reappeared in Morpeth Avenue 
where they were confronted by officers and finally arrested for their of-
fences including affray and assaulting police officers. 

Whatever rampage the group were intent on, was frustrated by the vigi-
lance of the CCTV controller and  prompt action by the police. 

Elsewhere in Borehamwood... 



 
 
 

Hertfordshire CCTV Partnership 

Kidnapping and Sexual 
Assault - Two  Arrested 
Gernon Rd. Letchworth, 18th Jul. 
01:47 hrs. 

The Hertfordshire Force Control 
Room (FCR) contacted CCTV control-
lers in the early hours of the morn-
ing requesting an area search for a 
high risk missing female, who was 
reported to be in the Gernon Road 
area of Letchworth. 

 When a controller located two 
young women sitting on the corner 
steps of the Broadway Cinema, the 
images were patched through to the 
FCR and a police unit arrived and 
officers spoke with the women. 

Officers reported back to their con-
trol that the two women said that 
they had been forced into a white 
BMW car by two men and later 
driven to Gernon Road where they 
were let out of the car. The two men 
entered some flats there, before one 
emerged and drove the BMW away. 

 

The police control room asked con-
trollers to review the earlier footage 
from the camera at Gernon Road for 
any sighting of the BMW approach-
ing it.   

The footage showed a white car 
turning into Gernon Road, some fifty 
minutes earlier and then around five 
minutes later the women were seen 
sitting on a wall by the flats next to 
the cinema. 

Officers then entered the flats and 
detained two men, who were ar-
rested on suspicion of the kidnap-
ping and sexual assault of the 
women. 

 

Arrests With A Sting In 
The Tail 
Hartham Lane, Hertford 9th Jul. 
13:36 hrs. 

Controllers became involved when 
they heard over Airwaves that offi-
cers from an Operation Scorpion unit 
were about to intercept and arrest 

three wanted suspects.   

Controllers saw two of the men de-
tained and quickly handcuffed, but 
one man managed to make off.  

The fleeing suspect was followed on 
camera and police were kept advised 
of his progress as he was seen run-
ning across a small canal bridge near 
the Leisure Centre and then over a 
further bridge and down some steps 
into the Folly and Thornton Street.   

He finally disappeared from camera 
view as police arrived to search the 
area identified by the controller. 

 

Operation Scorpion is a Hertford-
shire Constabulary initiative to drive 
down crime involving robbery, drugs 
and vehicle crime. 

https://www.herts.police.uk/Information-and-
services/About-us/Our-units/Operation-Scorpion 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Gernon Road, Letchworth 
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All Saddled Up 
Saiisbury Square, Hertford. 3rd 
Aug. 23:06hrs. 

A controller monitoring the centre 
of Hertford saw two men acting 
suspiciously near the side gate of 
the White Hart public house.  One 
man was seen to be trying to con-
ceal a large item under his jacket 
which looked to be like a horse 
saddle. 

The controller alerted the door 
staff at the pub of his suspicions, 
via Pub Link Radio, but the door 
staff were not bothered, perhaps 
because they were not missing  a 
saddle.  

The controller was left to monitor 
the men leave the area by way of 
Fore Street and Gascoyne Way. 

Drugs Arrest 
Aycliffe Rd, Borehamwood, 12th 
Jul. 15:40 hrs. 

Following a report over police Air-
waves Radio of the sighting of a 

vehicle on Leeming Road loaded 
with guns and knives inside, control-
lers began an area search and lo-
cated a man running down nearby 
Aycliffe Road. 

The man stopped and leaned over 
into the window of a black Ford Fi-
esta.   

The controller suspected that he 
recognised the driver as someone 
known to the police, and used his 
camera to capture an evidence qual-
ity image of his face, then updated 
police officers of this development. 

When the suspect vehicle drove 
away, the controller began an area 
search to relocate the vehicle and 
it’s driver.   

He located the suspect again by 
Aberford Park, where a large group 
of men were seen moving illegal 
drugs around between each other. 

The Force Control Room was advised 
of the group’s location and images 
patched through, as officers were 
dispatched to attend and arrest the 

suspect, who was known to the po-
lice for a number of offences. 

Hod Man? 
High St. Biggleswade. 10th Aug. 
00:23 hrs. 

Controllers heard reports of police 
investigating an altercation in the 
early hours of the morning, at the 
wine bar by Foundry Lane in Biggles-
wade.   

Two men were seen hovering 
around in a suspicious 
manner, one of whom 
was holding a brick. 

Police officers 
arrived, spoke 
to both men and 
gave them words of advice before 
sending them on their way. 

 

 
 
 

 

High Street, Biggleswade 
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Knife Crime 

The authorities in Hertfordshire 
and Bedfordshire took part this 
September in a national knife am-
nesty,  which was part of the Op-
eration Sceptre campaign.   

The previous knife amnesty in 
March this year was reported by 
the Police and Crime commissioner 
for Hertfordshire to be a great suc-
cess, with  680 knives, and bladed 
weapons deposited in bins in Hert-
fordshire.  

Despite this success this newsletter 
can report a continuing number of 
arrests for the crime of carrying a 
knife. 

ht tps :/ /www.nid i rec t .gov .uk/
articles/knife-crime 

 

Danesgate, Stevenage  20th  Jul. 
19:27 hrs. 

Controllers were contacted by the 
police with the description of a man 
with a knife, dressed in a grey 

tracksuit, who had run away from 
officers near Mecca Bingo in 
Danestrete, Stevenage. 

Controllers located the man jogging 
across the car park next to the Court 
House and around the back of it into 
the bushes.  

Controllers advised the police of his 
location, where they found the man 
and detained him. On searching the 
bushes they found a large quantity 
of cash and two mobile phones. 

 

Lytton Way, Stevenage, 20th Jul. 
22:09 hrs. 

Controllers initially heard over Air-
waves radio, of a male cyclist in 
Ditchmore Lane reportedly carrying 
a knife.   The man cycled on through 
Lytton Way, then on to the cycle 
track near the train station. 

Police stopped a sixty year old man 
on a bicycle, who dropped a knife 
and was arrested.  

One wonders why an elderly man 
felt the need to carry a knife while 

out cycling in the late evening? 

 

High St. Potters Bar, 30th Aug. 20:20 
hrs. 

Airwaves Radio was the source of 
an reported incident  of robbery by a 
group of men in Potters Bar, during 
which the victim had seen one of 
criminals had  a knife.   

The victim had reported the direc-
tion the group had made off in and 
the Force Control Room passed this 
on to controllers who began an area 
search. 

Controllers located a suspicious look-
ing group of eight men walking 
along the High Street and captured 
facial images of the men as they 
headed towards Oakmere Park.  

The police control were advised and 
when officers approached the group 
one man broke away and ran across 
the park and attempted to hide from 
the police in the bushes.   

He did not escape the officers and 
was arrested for having a knife in his 

Danestrete, Stevenage 



possession. 

 

Parliament Square, Hertford 1st Sep. 
02:12 hrs. 

Police dealing with a previous inci-

dent in Hertford requested CCTV 
controllers to position a camera 
viewing Parliament Square, where 
there was a man with a knife report-
edly making threats to the public.   

Images were patched through to the 
Force Control Room and controllers 
monitored officers restraining a man 
on the floor during the process of 
arresting him for having a knife in a 
public place. 

 

Street  Robbery 
South St. Bishops Stortford, 16th 
Aug. 16:10 hrs 

Controllers heard of a street rob-
bery in broad daylight, made by a 
group of men in Riverside, Bishops 
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Stortford and they began monitoring 
the area for suspects. 

A group of six men acting suspi-
ciously  on pushbikes were seen on 
camera and images were patched 
through to  the police control, before 
the group rode off out of view.    

A further report was received that 
there were three men walking along 
past Tesco in South Street,  who 
matched the description of some 
members of the group. 

Controllers located the three men on 
South Street as police officers ar-
rived  and arrested  them on suspi-
cion of the robbery.  

Controllers contacted the Force Con-
trol Room and were able to advise      
the police that facial images of all six 
suspects had been obtained when 
the group were first located, thereby 
facilitating the evidential identifica-
tion of all six suspects. 

 

 

Attention Seeking? 
Football Close, Baldock 20th Aug. 
23:30 hrs. 

Controllers heard over police Air-
wave radio, of a reported domestic 
assault in Football Close, Baldock . 

A women, who had claimed she had 
been assaulted by her partner, was   
located by controllers  sitting by a 
building opposite The Engine pub, 
adjacent to Football Close.   

Images were patched through to the 
Force Control Room and controllers 
continued to monitor her until offi-
cers arrived at the scene. 

When officers spoke to the woman it 
transpired that she was very drunk 
and eventually admitted that she 
had not been assaulted, before 
walking away from the officers.   

Was this attention seeking , or a cry 
for help? Either way, in many cases 
the  available resources are too 
scarce to be able to help . 

 

Station Road, Baldock 



Concern For Welfare 

The previos incidents reported in 
this newsletter have concerned 
prevention of crime, or the appre-
hension of individuals committing 
crimes such as knife crime, other 
violent offences to the person and 
robbery, amongst others. 

In these incidents, CCTV control-
lers work in partnership with the 
police, who are able to detail and 
arrest suspects.   

In contrast, a significant propor-
tion of the incidents logged by the 
CCTV control involve concern for 
the welfare and safety of the pub-
lic.   

Of the 1200 odd  incidents, logged 
this quarter, 14% concerned ar-
rests of criminal suspects, but 
concern for welfare amounted to a 
significant 9.5% and often called 
upon the attention of a wider 
range of emergency and commu-
nity resources. 

                  http://www.hertfordshireCCTV.co.uk 

Fore St. Hertford 19th Jul. 01:30 hrs. 

Controllers were contacted by the 
Force Control Room and asked to 
watch out for a man known to them, 
who frequented the Fore Street area 
and might be homeless.  

An initial search at 1:30 am found no 
trace of the man.  Maintaining a 
watchful eye, controllers spotted the 
man in Fore Street around 5 am in 
the morning.   

He was not causing any damage, but 
was rooting through bins for food to 
eat. The FCR were notified and atten-
tion kept. 

 

Chells Way, Stevenage  3rd Aug. 
22:15 hrs. 

A call from the Hertfordshire FCR 

requested help in locating a suicidal 
female who had called Child Line 
from a telephone kiosk. 

 Controllers spotted a distressed fe-
male at the phone kiosk in the Chells, 
before she moved into the bus stop 
outside the Tesco store.  

Controllers continued to monitor as 
police officers attended and took her 
home. 

 

Radburn Way, Letchworth 23rd Aug. 
16:00 hrs. 

Controllers heard of a man who had 
collapsed in Radburn Way, Letch-
worth. They located the man lying 
on the ground by the bus stop.  

Following a 999 call, it was advised 
that the  ambulance response time 
might be as long as three hours.  

A relative then arrived and took the 
man to Lister Hospital by car.    

 

Maidenhead St. Hertford. 16th Aug. 
04:02 hrs. 

Following a report of two people on 
the roof area of the Woolpack pub in 
Hertford, controllers monitored the 
two on a side balcony of the build-
ing.  

Police officers attended and at-
tempted to talk the persons down to 
safety, but were unsuccessful and 
the Fire Brigade had to be called. 

They attended and eventually got 
the pair down, the consequences of 
their actions, apart from tying up 
emergency service resources is, not 
known. 

 

Danestrete, Stevenage, 30th Jul. 
10:13 hrs. 

Reports of concern for the welfare 
of a missing  person were heard 
over Airwaves radio. A women de-
scribed  by height, clothing and grey 
blonde hair, as being 75 years 
young, but suffering from dementia 
was with her husband when she 
went missing. 

Controllers carried out an area 
search and the woman was located 
by the underpass to the Asda store.  
Attention was kept until she was 
reunited with her husband. 

These incidents are just a sample of the 100 
odd calls for controllers to assist with reports 
of Concern For Welfare in the third quarter of 
2019. 

Radburn Way, Letchworth 


