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Daylight Robbery 

The control room received a report 

that two twelve year old girls had 
been robbed by 

two older girls, 
who had threat-

ened to “beat 

them up” if they 
did not hand 

over their mobile 
phones. 

A description of the suspects was 

given to the controller who was 
also advised that the thieves had 

walked away in the direction of the 

duck pond in Stevenage Town.    

Two girls matching the description 

of the thieves were spotted by the 

controller as they walked down 
Queensway, and the police were 

informed. The girls, aged 16 and 
17 years old were both arrested 

and charged with robbery. 
 

 

Later the same day, around seven 

in the evening, a controller noticed 
four very young females entering 

Stevenage town centre via the Mu-
seum Underpass.  

The girls were carrying bottles of 

wine, which they had been drinking 
as they headed through the town 

towards the Leisure Park.   

Police control was informed of the 

whereabouts of these underage 
drinkers and they were stopped by 

a police officer who reported that 
the girls were all very drunk 

and only thirteen years of 

age. The 
girls’ par-

ents were 
contacted to 

take charge of 
their children. 

 

 

 

T wenty Twelve has seen the 

wettest second quarter since 

records began, but thankfully 

the weather was fine when the 

Queen visited Hitchin and Steve-

nage in June.    

We have pictured her leaving 

the outskirts of Hitchin on her 

way to Lister Hospital, to offi-

cially open the maternity ward 

there. 
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Drugs Arrests in 

Herts and Beds 

East Hertfordshire police called the 

control room following a report of a 
male behaving suspiciously in the 

church grounds of S t . Mary the Vir-

gin in Ware. Controllers located the 
male meeting with two other males 

and a female in the grounds.  When 
the police arrived and searched the 

first male, he was arrested for pos-

session of Class A drugs.   

The police, with assistance from the 
CCTV controller, then began to 

search for the others who had dis-
persed.  Two of them  were stopped 

in Cannons Road and a further per-
son was stopped in the High Street.  

All of those involved were taken to 

the police station to be searched for 

drugs. 

In another incident in Biggleswade, 

Bedfordshire, CCTV was asked to 

look for three males in their thirties 
outside the New Inn.  Two males 

where seen and another appeared 
from an alley as the police arrived.  

All the men were searched and one 

was found with a quantity of canna-
bis more than that for personal use, 

and was arrested by the police.  
 

 

 

Racical Abuse 

A Shoplink radio call from Bacchus 

Bar in Bishops Stortford reported 
two men who had been refused en-

try had started to be racially abusive 

to staff. The police had also been 
informed via shop link and the men 

involved were stopped near the bar, 
by a female police officer in a single 

crew police unit. The CCTV controller 
continued to monitor the incident 

and became concerned when a 

group of males began forming round 

the policewoman. The police control 

room were informed of this develop-
ment and a second police unit was 

dispatched. One of the original two 
males involved in the incident was 

arrested for a public order offence.   

 

 

MAYMAY  

Fit To Drive? 

Two separate incidents, both involv-

ing the arrest of a driver, give us 
examples of how the law views 

whether, or not, we are fit to drive. 

An informant provided details to the 
police, regarding a persistent drink 

driver. CCTV controllers were asked 

to monitor the driver’s vehicle which 
was parked near the Coach and 

Horses Public House in Stevenage 
Old Town. 

The driver returned to his vehicle 

and drove off towards Stevenage 
town centre and continued on to-

wards Knebworth.  

 

The Grange Shops, Letchworth Garden City on a sunny day.. 
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His progress was relayed to the po-

lice control room and the driver was 
stopped in London Road and was 

arrested for being Drunk In Charge, 
following a failed 

breath test. 

In the second 

incident the po-
lice requested 

the controller to 
view the Vincent 

Motorcycle pub in 

Stevenage, where 
a van had crashed 

into a tree. When the police arrived 
on the scene the driver was given a 

breath test, which he passed, but he 

failed a Field Impairment Test (FIT) 
and was arrested.   

The test is to determine whether a 

driver’s abilities are impaired, and 
includes visual examination of the 

driver’s eyes and a series of physical 
tests to check balance and co-

ordination.  

An offence of drugs driving may be 
revealed by these tests, and it is 

worthwhile remembering that it not 

only illegal drugs that can be in-

volved, but also medicines and over 
the counter drugs. Driver’s have the 

responsibility to ensure they are fit 
to drive, and that their abilities are 

not impaired.  The DVLA Drivers 

Medical Group has issued an “At a 
glance guide to the current Medical 

Standards” available from the 
www.dft.gov.uk website.   

 

Fit to Parent? 

A controller witnessed some dubious 

parenting as two very young chil-

dren were seen playing with a ball 
outside Cash Converters in Steve-

nage Town Centre. The ball rolled 
off  the pedestrianised area towards 

Southgate Road, with the two tod-
dlers following it and no parent in 

sight.  Thankfully when the ball fi-

nally rolled into the road the chil-
dren, estimated to be aged one and 

two years old, did not follow it. The 
mother was seen running to pick up 

the youngest child, then she walked 

back to Cash Converters with the 
other child following. 

Round and About 

East Herts police reported a man 

harassing women in Bishops Stort-

ford Town Centre. The man was 
located by CCTV controllers at the 

kebab shop in South Street. The po-

lice were informed of his location 
and arrived and arrested the man for 

a public order offence. 

A report was received of a man in a 

telephone kiosk in Sandy Market 

Square, who had called 999 and said 
he felt suicidal. He was searched for 

and found, then monitored while 
waiting for the police to attend. 

They discovered he had a number of 

LIFE SAVING CCTV 
 

A  female Controller monitoring Airwaves Radio in the early hours of the morning, was almost certainly re-

sponsible for saving a life during an attempted suicide in Letchworth.   

The controller heard police on Airwaves talking about an ambulance request-

ing police attendance for a male who had slashed his wrists in Grange 
Road.  The call for police assistance to the ambulance crew was then 

cancelled for some reason unknown.    

The controller decided to check the area using a camera located on Southfields, 
which has a junction with Grange Road.  Overlooking the shop fronts in Southfields, 

the controller saw a man lying on the pavement next to a telephone kiosk, the man’s 

arm was covered in blood, and there was blood in the kiosk and on the pavement.  

The man proceeded to cut himself again in full view of the camera, as the controller 

put in an urgent call to the police control room.   Police arrived on the scene and ad-

ministered first aid as the man was beginning to go into shock from  loss of blood.  

It was later revealed that the man had that night been returned from hospital to his 

home by the police following an earlier suicide attempt.   

For whatever reason, CCTV received no request to locate the man during his second suicide attempt, but he 

surely owes his life to the attention kept by the CCTV controller. 



CCTV Executive Board of Elected CouncillorsCCTV Executive Board of Elected CouncillorsCCTV Executive Board of Elected CouncillorsCCTV Executive Board of Elected Councillors    

items including a screwdriver, pills 

and possibly cannabis on his person. 
He was arrested by the police for his 

own safety.  

In Shefford a controller noticed a 

group of youths causing a nuisance 

and throwing street furniture about 
in the early hours of the morning. 

The Bedfordshire police were con-

tacted via Airwaves and attended 
the scene and dealt with the nui-

sance. 

While monitoring Hitchin Town 

Centre a controller noticed that an 

elderly person had collapsed on the 
pavement outside the Lloyds TSB 

Bank in Brand Street. The police 
control were informed and the inci-

dent was monitored as an ambu-

lance and paramedics arrived and 
took the elderly person to hospital. 

 

College Break? 

Tesco contacted CCTV via Shoplink 

Radio advising them that a shop 
lifter had just made off from their 

supermarket in Stevenage Town 
Centre.  Controllers  spotted the 

man from his description, as he was 

seen running past the Mecca Bingo 
hall. The police control room was 

informed and controllers continued 
to follow the thief’s progress and 

patched live video images through to 

the police.  Tesco’s security staff, 
and the local Police Community Sup-

port Officer were updated via the 
Town Link radio as the man headed 

off towards North Hertfordshire Col-
lege.  The man 

entered the 

college, but 
was pursued 

and arrested 
for theft and 

common as-

sault. 
 

 

Cemetery Alarm 

The ADPRO alarm system at Weston 

Road Cemetery was activated at 

about one o’clock  in the morning 

and controllers viewing the cameras 
saw a woman stretched across the 

bonnet of a car, apparently in a at-

tempt to stop it’s driver leaving the 

cemetery. The police were alerted to 
the situation and very shortly an 

ambulance appeared on the scene, 
as it appeared that the driver of the 

car had taken an overdose of pain-

killers. Feedback from the emer-
gency services was able to put the 

strange scene into context. 
 

Nice to Know 

A controller saw a woman in John 

Barker Place in Westmill, Hitchin, 
and became concerned for her wel-

fare, as she seemed to be wandering 
round aimlessly and also appeared 

to have a false leg. It was almost 
midnight and so the controller 

alerted the police who arrived and 

spoke to the woman in Mattocke 
Road.  It transpired that the women 

had felt unwell and had come out-
side for some fresh air, and was now 

on her way back home again.  No 

further action was required, but at 
least that lady must have been reas-

sured  by the concern shown for her 
welfare by the CCTV controller. 

Shefford, Bedfordshire on a sunny morning. 
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Well Spotted 

CCTV received a call from Herts-

mere police control regarding a man 

who was wanted for an assault and 
theft from an address in Bennington 

Drive, Borehamwood. The descrip-
tion given to controllers was of a tall 

man about 50 years old, wearing a 
dark suit and with slicked black hair. 

The man was thought to be heading 

towards the town centre.   

A controller monitoring the town 
centre spotted a man matching the 

description given, getting into a taxi 
near Aberford Park and he continued 

to monitor the taxi’s progress into 
Elstree Way and then as it continued 

onwards towards the A1.  The police 

were kept informed as the situation 
developed and the taxi was stopped. 

The police confirmed that it was the 
man they wanted and he was put 

under arrest for both offences. 

Borehamwood is a medium sized 

town with a population around 
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30,000 people, but with good cam-

era coverage and the skills and 
knowledge of the CCTV controllers 

the man was located and the police 
were able to arrest him. 

 

Assault and Robbery 

North Hertfordshire police control 

reported that a female in Bancroft, 

Hitchin had been assaulted and 
robbed of a leather jacket and her 

shoes by three men. Her male friend 
had been assaulted during the inci-

dent and had been kicked in the 

head by the men, who then drove 
away in a white van.  A controller 

was quickly able to locate the van in 
Queen Street.  The police were ad-

vised and stopped the van, and the 
female’s belongings were found in it. 

The three men were arrested for 

assault and robbery and the driver 
for being Drunk In Charge of the 

van. 

 

 

 

Fools Gold 

In Baldock this month a gang of 

Eastern Europeans including two 

Romanian women were all arrested 
for fraud involving attempting to sell 

fake gold as genuine.  

CCTV were called by North Herts 
police when the women were re-

ported to have tried to sell the jew-
ellery in Cost Cutters. The controller 

monitored the women who then ap-

proached a parked car and at-
tempted to sell jewellery to its occu-

pant.  The police stopped the 
women and arrested them for fraud 

and misrepresentation for this and 

other previously reported incidents. 
Two men who had been driving the 

women round were also arrested by 
the police. 

 

Baldock Town Centre 



 

Alarming Riding 

A controller noticed a moped being 

driven dangerously and without due  

care and attention in Mill Road, Hert-
ford.  East Hertfordshire police con-

trol were made aware of the details 
and a police unit was sent to attend. 

The moped was driven at speed to 

South Street where it was pulled 

over by the police.  Police checks 
found that the bike and rider had 

already had a Section 59 Warning 
and the bike was due to be recov-

ered. The rider tried to make off on 
foot but was arrested in an alleyway 

just off of Fore Street.   

Section 59 was brought in by the 

                  http://www.stevenage.gov.uk/about-stevenage/cctv/ 

Government to target ‘vehicles used 

in a manner causing alarm, distress, 
or annoyance.   A uniformed consta-

ble has powers to stop the vehicle 
and if he has previously warned the 

driver, to seize the vehicle.   

 

Man Versus Taxi 

A controller had 

been monitoring a 

series of fights 
and public disor-

der  o f fences 
around and about 

Brand Street 
Hitchin at 3am in 

the morning. The police were ad-

vised and most of the rowdy males 
ran away when the police arrived.  

Once the police had dealt with the 

initial incident, the controller wit-
nessed a drunk man stumbling 

across Brand Street where he head 
butted a taxi. The  taxi driver got 

out of his vehicle to see what was 

going on and the drunk male remon-
strated with the taxi driver who then 

got back into his taxi and shut the 

door. Unfortunately the door shut on 
the drunk man’s fingers which fur-

ther aggravated the situation.  

A second taxi driver came to the 
rescue and calmed down the situa-

tion and took  the man away. One 
can only wonder about the effects of 

his night out, the morning after. 

 

 

Hertford Town Centre 


