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Playing With Fire 

Around one o’ clock on one Satur-

day morning, 
c o n t r o l l e r s 

noticed a 
group of 

youths in 

C h u r c h 
Street, Amp-

thill, who 
were drinking 

and began using an aerosol can as 
a flame thrower.   

The police control room was in-

formed and a unit was dispatched 
to the scene, where the police con-

fiscated  all the youths alcohol and 
moved the group on before they 

could do themselves any damage 

with their improvised flame 
thrower. 

 

 

Concern For Welfare 

Controllers monitoring Hitchin at 

seven fifteen one evening, noticed 

a man laying half in the road and 
half on the pavement, by the bus 

stops in Queen Street.  The police 

control room was notified and po-
lice officers and an ambulance were 

called to investigate.  When they 
reached the man he appeared to 

be suffering head injuries and the 
ambulance crew in attendance  

took the man to hospital.  

This incident is one of many 

throughout the year where CCTV is 
“first on the scene” and first to re-

port their concern for the welfare 
of a member of the public.  

 

Broken Bail  

The crime prevention partnership 

between Hertfordshire  and Bed-

fordshire police forces includes 
sharing intelligence about various 

conditions and restrictions including 
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• Armed police attend 
Tesco Express in Steve-
nage Old Town. 

• Child abduction. 

• Drunk in charge of a  
vehicle. 

In 2010, 250 people died due 
to drink driving and 1,230 
were seriously injured 

(Department For Transport, 4 August 2011) 

By drinking and driving, driv-
ers risk your life and those of 
their passengers and others 
on the road. 

  This issue includes one of 
many incidents where the 
vigilance of CCTV controllers 
helps keep death off our 
roads. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Caption A quiet street in Ampthill 
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banning orders and curfews imposed 

on individual offenders.   

CCTV controllers spotted one 

known male offender in Shenley 

Road, Borehamwood, with two 
other men, around six thirty in the 

evening.  Police intelligence had indi-
cated that this man was on bail un-

der conditions which included being 

banned from groups of three or 
more people, and a curfew order 

commencing at seven pm each eve-
ning. The man and his two compan-

ions joined a larger group of youths 

outside of McDonalds.  

Police officers present on an opera-

tion in the CCTV control room were 
able to confirm his 

bail conditions 
were still in force 

and the police dis-

patched officers to 
the scene. CCTV 

controllers moni-
toring the group 

saw the man spot 

the approaching 
police and then 

run off and disappear behind some 

nearby buildings.  

For a while the man on bail eluded 

the police, but he was eventually 
spotted by the CCTV controller get-

ting onto a number 292 bus.  Police 

officers on the ground were advised 
of this development, they stopped 

the bus in Elstree Way and escorted 
the man home.    

 

VoltsWagon 

Electricity to some shops in Steve-

nage Westgate Shopping Centre 
was cut off after a road traffic acci-

dent, in which a car driven by an 
elderly man hit the wall of the elec-

tricity substation in the service area 

at the back of the shops.  

The car bounced off the wall into a 

car parked in a disabled parking bay 

and then back into the wall again, 
breaking through it into  live electric-

ity equipment. The driver appeared 
to the camera controller, to be con-

fused, but uninjured as he sat in his 

car amid 11 thou-

sand volts of elec-
tric power.   

After the electri-

cal hazard was 
made safe, the 

driver was checked 
over by an ambu-

lance crew. Mean-

while the female driver of the car in 
the disabled parking bay, collapsed 

when she returned and saw the 
state of her car,  she too had to be 

treated by the ambulance crew.  

 

Self Inflicted Injury 

The CCTV control room received a 

call from The Navigator public house 

in Ware, Hertfordshire, requesting 
CCTV to monitor a drunken male 

who they had just ejected from their 

premises.  

The purpose of these requests is 

that often people ejected from clubs 

and pubs will vent their anger in a 
spree of criminal damage and disor-

derly conduct afterwards.  This did 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ware, Hertfordshire. A road junction and CCTV camera.  
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proved to be the case this Septem-

ber evening as the drunken male 
moved out of view of the cameras.  

A call from Tesco's reported that 

he had smashed one of their win-
dows, giving himself a badly bleed-

ing cut hand in the process.   

A CCTV controller picked up a trail 

of blood in Ware High Street as the 

injured man headed back to The 

Navigator, where staff radioed that 
he was spraying his own blood at 

door staff, pub windows and other 
passing members of the public.  

Police attended the incident and 

subdued the male while an ambu-
lance crew treated him before he 

was arrested and taken away by the 

police.   

AUGUSTAUGUST  

Wannabe Burglars 

Good communications between the 

p o l i c e and CCTV is key 
to the success of their 

pa r t ne r sh ip . 
Police at-

tended Bal-

dock Street, 
Ware, in the 

early hours, 
following re-

ports that two 
youths aged 14-16 years were trying 

to break into premises by the 

church. The police conducted an 
area search for the youths, who 

were both wearing hoodies, but they 
were not to be seen. 

This activity was monitored by the 

CCTV Control Room, and controllers 
were keeping attention on the area, 

when some fifteen minutes later, the 
two youths reappeared and went to 

the rear of a Greek restaurant in the 

area.  The police control room was 

informed of this development and 

police units returned to the scene.  

The youths tried to hide behind a 

large dustbin and a wall, but came 
out when the police stopped and 

they realised their game was up.  

Both suspects had their details taken 
and were then sent on their way. 

Abduction 

Controllers received a call from the 

police, who had received a report 
that a man had assaulted his ex and 

taken three children from their home 
in Spring Drive , Stevenage.  

Controllers monitored a vehicle 

leaving the road at the time of the 
incident around midnight, and  po-

lice were given the description of a 

white Land Rover which had driven 
away towards the Roebuck Inn.   

The police intercepted and stopped 

the vehicle and the man was ar-
rested and the children were re-

turned safely to their home. 

 

 

 

Working Late. 

The control room received a request to 

view Starr Street, Ware, opposite The 

Navigator public house, following a re-
port that a large lorry was on the pave-

ment and men were believed to be 

emptying goods from a shop at eleven 
thirty on a Monday evening. 

The CCTV control room were able to 

confirm that the men were actually de-
livering new appliances to the shop and 

that the people doing the work ap-
peared to be shop fitters and had been 

monitored working on the site since 

five pm that day. 
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Gun Scare in Tesco’s 

The control room received reports 

of a female walking around Tesco 

Express in Stevenage Old Town 
with a hand gun. The police arrived 

at Tescos and the area around the 

store was sealed off. 

The woman had filled up her trol-

ley and then demanded cigarettes 
from the cashier.  The cashier man-

aged to escape from the store, but 

two remaining staff members had to 
take refuge in a store room for 

safety. 

The woman pushed the trolley out 

of the store and was stopped by 
armed police who found that the 

woman was carrying a replica fire-

arm.  The woman was arrested  and 
taken away by the police. 

 

Lying Down 

Controllers received a call from the 

police control room in Bishops 

Stortford about a man lying on the 

ground outside Boots Pharmacy at 

around a quarter past eight one 
Wednesday morning.   

Both the Ambulance service and 

Police officers arrived to attend to 
the man, but left again after he an-

nounced that he was only waiting for 
Boots to open so that he could get 

his medication. 

 

Kebab Break 
 

Controllers were asked to monitor a 

vehicle parked in Eastcheap, Letch-

worth, around eleven o’clock one 

night, because of a possible drink 
driving offence.  About an hour later 

a man was seen to get into the vehi-
cle and drive off down Leys Avenue.  

The vehicle was next seen outside a 

kebab shop in Letchworth and the 
police were advised of its location.  

The police arrived and waited for the 
man to come out and get into his 

car, then he was approached and 
asked to give a breath test, which he 

failed. The man was then arrested 

for being drunk in charge of the ve-

hicle. 
 

 

Game Up 

Following reports of a theft, cam-

eras in Stevenage Shopping Centre 
located a woman being followed by 

security staff from Marks and 
Spencer, where she was suspected 

of shoplifting. The woman was fol-
lowed into Game in an attempt  to 

discard the stolen goods. The 

woman left Game and tried to make 
off, but was stopped outside Next 

and taken back to M&S, where the 
police attended and the woman was 

arrested for shop lifting. 

Stevenage Town Centre 



 

SEPTEMBERSEPTEMBER  

Drunken Jay Walker 

A drunken man was observed be-

ing abusive to door staff and young 

women outside a public house near 
Bircherly Green, Hertford.   

The man was also seen stepping 

into the carriageway and stopping 
traffic.  He was stopped and spoken 

to by police officers who arrived on 
the scene, but after they left he be-

gan stopping traffic again.   

His luck ran out when he stepped 

in front of a police patrol car and 
decided to fight and resist arrest.  

He was handcuffed and restrained 
by police officers who also had to 

bind his legs to avoid him injuring 
himself.  

He continued to struggle as he was 

placed in a public order vehicle to be 

taken away and the police reported 
that he continued to behave dis-

gracefully in the van.   
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Cruel World 

CCTV controllers helped bring home 

the consequences of bullying an au-

tistic man  to the offender, when he 
was arrested by police for inflicting 

Actual Bodily Harm to that unfortu-

nate person.   

The incident began when a con-

troller noticed a man in an agitated 

state in Harcourt Road, Bushey. His 
pictures were patched through to 

Hertsmere CCR. This male was 
wearing a black puffer jacket over a 

red hoody and had very distinctive 

protruding teeth.   

A second male in a dark hoody 

with the number 72 on the front en-

tered the road and the first male 
began goading the male, we will call  

“72” .  The first male walked up to 
“72” and flicked 

cigarette ash on 

his head.  “72” 
walked away 

from this, but was fo l -
l o w e d  b y 

“protruding teeth” who 

continued to taunt him and then 

threw an item he found in the road 
at “72”. 

A scuffle between the two men 

broke out and “protruding teeth” 
threw several punches  hitting  “72”,  

before making off into Redding Ave-
nue.  The police control room had 

meanwhile recognised “72”,  who 

officers had spoken with earlier in 
the day and who is autistic and lives 

in assisted housing.  The offender 
was stopped and arrested in Red-

ding Avenue for ABH. 

 
 

Should Have Waited 
 

In the early hours of one Saturday 

morning a CCTV controller was 

monitoring Shenley Road, Bore-
hamwood, where two men and a 

woman had been waiting for a taxi 
for some time. Finally they gave up 

waiting and walked across the road 
to the car park of the Crown Public 

House where they all got into a car 

that was parked there. When the car 

Bushey, Herts. 



was driven from the car park the 

driver turned into the road and 
mounted the central reservation, 

narrowly missing a traffic sign.  

Hertsmere police control room are 

given details of this incident and ve-

hicle registration, as the driver con-
tinued his journey  the car mounted 

the pavement and then stopped by 

an ATM which he used, before driv-
ing off again at speed.  

The car makes off into Elstree Way 

before disappearing from camera 
view.  Police officers carried out an 

area search off possible routes be-
tween Elstree Way and the vehicle 

keeper’s address, and the car was 

located and stopped. The driver was 
arrested for driving with excess alco-

hol. 
 

Jobless Now 

The police control room contacted 

CCTV controllers around 4am follow-

ing a report of a male breaking into 
the Job Centre in Stevenage.  Con-

trollers viewed the Job Centre and 

                  http://www.stevenage.gov.uk/townandcommunity/cctv/ 

were able to see that a first floor 

window had been smashed.   

The police were advised and re-

mained in radio contact, reporting 

that they could hear crashing and 
banging when they arrived at the 

scene. The police caught sight of a 
man smashing up computers on the 

ground floor of the Job Centre, he 

disappeared for a short time and 
reappeared at a first floor window 

from where he rained down a brick , 
a chair and finally a computer moni-

tor, at the police.   

Finally the police were able to gain 
entry and arrested the man for bur-

glary and criminal damage, which 

had thoroughly trashed the ground 
and first floors of the Job Centre. 

 
 

Affray in Old Town 

At ten o’clock on a Friday evening 

controllers heard on Airwaves, of a 

fight in the High Street, Stevenage 
Old Town. Controllers focused on 

police officers with two groups of 

people.   

The situation was calm and under 

control at this point, but word of the 
fight was to reach a much larger 

group of youths at a fair taking place 

further along the High Street.  As a 
result around two hundred youths 

came running down from the fair to 
where the police officers were.   

This distraction enabled the people 
involved in the fight to run away 

from the police, who in turn gave 

chase followed by the crowd from 
the fair.  In the resulting melee the 

suspects got away. The incident is 
something of a sad reflection on 

what seems like some youngsters 

twisted view of entertainment.  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Hitchin 

A foretaste of autumn images in readiness for the next issue of Camera Shy covering October to December 2011 


