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In this issue… 

 
• Underage driver arrested. 

• Attempted theft from 

Household Waste Recycling 

Centre. 

•  Violent Crime Reduction 

Act, Section 27. Ignore it 

at your peril. 

• Proactive controllers at 

work, helping the police 

catch criminals. 

 

CCTV CONTROLLERS FIND MAN 

WHO ESCAPED  POLICE CUSTODY 

 Roaring Meg Retail Park, Stevenage 

17th January 02:10 hrs. 

Controllers heard reports over Air-

waves Radio, that a man wearing 
handcuffs, had escaped from custody 

at Stevenage Police Station after be-
ing arrested for a drugs related of-

fence.   

The man got onto to the railway 
tracks behind the police station and 

headed off in the direction of the 

Royal Mail depot and the B&Q DIY 
superstore in London Road. 

Police units surrounded the whole 

area, but in the darkness of the night 
they called for the police helicopter 

and the fire brigade to attend with 
their thermal camera, then waited for 

them to arrive. 

Meanwhile  alert CCTV controllers  

were monitoring the area with cam-

eras located on the Roaring Meg 

Trading Estate. About half an hour 

later a controller spotted a man 

climbing over hoardings on a vacant 

site adjacent to B&Q. The man 

crossed London 

Road and 

entered the 

t r a d i n g 

e s t a t e 

where he was 

seen to jump 

over a fence 

and hide in bushes by the community 

centre.   

The controller directed police officers 

and a dog handler to the man’s loca-

tion and remained in radio contact, 

confirming their progress as they 

moved into position.  A police helicop-

ter arrived over the scene and using 

it’s camera, also found the heat 

source of the fugitive at the point 

indicated by the controller.   

Police officers pulled the man out of 

the undergrowth and arrested him 

again.  The man had somehow dis-

carded the handcuffs during his es-

cape, but he was charged with their 

theft as well as drugs offences and 

escaping police custody. 

High Level Car Park, B&Q London 

Road,  Railway tracks  are down on 

the right 
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THIRTEEN YEAR OLD GIRL 

ARRESTED FOR DRIVING OF-

FENCE 

Shephall Way, Stevenage, 31st 
March, 01:21 

Controllers heard over Airwaves, of 

a broken down vehicle on Shephall 

way in Stevenage.  This breakdown 

attracted attention when an infor-

mant called the police to say that he 

had overheard the driver of the vehi-

cle on a mobile phone asking some-

one to “hurry up” as she had no in-

surance.   

The parked vehicle was located on 

camera and monitored until the po-

lice arrived.  On investigation the 

driver turned out to be a thirteen 

year old girl who had taken the car 

without the owners consent. The 

police took the teenager into cus-

tody, presumably, as much for her 

safety and that of everyone else. 

GOOD ADVICE 

 Swingate, Stevenage, 27th January, 
15:20 

Tesco security staff reported seeing 

a very drunk man attempting to ride 

his push bike outside their store.  

The man was seen on camera as he 

attempted to 

ride along Swin-

gate and fall off 

it in front of a 

car. A Police 

C o m m u n i t y 

Support Officer 

approached the man and advised 

him to take the bus home.  The 

drunken rider chose to ignore this 

advise and managed to cycle off.  

The rider was monitored as he made 

his way towards Six Hills Way, police 

control were advised of this risky 

rider and he was stopped and ar-

rested for being drunk in charge of a 

pushbike.    

UNSAVORY BEHAVIOUR 

Radburn Way, Letchworth, 11h Janu-
ary, 07:59 

Acting on advice from North Hert-

fordshire police, controllers searched 

for a drunken man who was creating 

a nuisance at the post office in Mar-

tins Newsagents in Radburn Way 

shops.  Controllers located the man 

by the shops and witnessed him 

throw an empty bottle of Vodka 

which smashed on a cobbled area 

there. The man was then witnessed 

defecating and urinating in a public 

area.  The police were advised and 

the man was arrested for public or-

der offences. 

NOT THE ALIENS 

Hermitage Road, Hitchin, 20th 
March, 11:20 

In the Sci-Fi movie Signs, Mel Gib-

son wears a tin foil hat to prevent 

St. George’s Way, Stevenage 
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aliens reading his mind.  

In the following incident, five Roma-
nian men were found to be wearing 

foil line coats. This though, had 
nothing to do with extra terrestrials. 

Controllers heard over Airwaves that 

two police units had stopped a Ren-

ault car in Queen Street, Hitchin.  

The car was located on camera and 

images patched through to the po-

lice control room.  The car was 

searched and a large amount of sto-

len alcohol was found. The purpose 

of the occupants foil line coats was 

revealed.  It was to foil retail exit 

security scanners, not aliens.  Police 

arrested the men and the vehicle 

was recovered. 

BATTERIES REQUIRED 

Dunstable HWRC, French Road, 
Dunstable, 1st February, 00:40 hrs 

No crime is necessarily beyond the 

reach of public CCTV cameras, as 

the Partnership has the facility to 
respond to alarms activated within 

the grounds of schools and other 
facilities such as recycling centres, 

parks and leisure facilities. 

When an alarm was activated at the 

Dunstable Household Waste Recy-

cling Centre at French Avenue, con-

trollers saw live images from the on-

site cameras, of two men taking bat-

teries from the storage box to a 

fence at the corner of the site.  The 

Bedfordshire police were called and 

a unit arrived at the centre and 

found two men just outside the site.  

When questioned they denied being 

the persons seen moving the batter-

ies, but the CCTV controller was able 

to give a clear description of the two 

men seen on camera that matched 

the men the officers were question-

ing.  Both of the men were arrested 

when officers entered the site and 

found the stack of batteries in the 

corner by the fence where the con-

troller had advised they had been 

moved too. 

WELFARE CONCERN 

Town Square, Stevenage, 26th Janu-
ary, 22:31 

On this January night the police 

control room requested CCTV con-

trollers to undertake an area search 

of the town centre for a named 
woman known to both the police 

and CCTV controllers.  The woman 
was located walking towards the 

multi-story car park in St George’s 
Way, having previously called the 

police to say she was going to jump 

off of it. 

Police officers rushed to the area 

 

Bliss Bar in Sun Street, Hitchin 
Stevenage Town Centre 
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and found her sitting on a ledge on 

the seventh floor of the car park.  
She was arrested and sectioned for 

her own safety and taken to Lister 
Hospital. 

The following day at around five 

o’clock in the morning, the same 
controller noticed the woman again, 

getting out of a taxi near the Ibis 
Hotel.   She was monitored as she 

walked through The Forum and into 
Queensway shopping precinct where 

she was seen to be rooting around 

in one of the flowerbeds outside the 
Costa Coffee shop. She picked up a 

small suspicious looking package 
and headed back towards a nearby 

multi-storey car park where delivery 

drivers waited to unload for various 
stores. At this point the controller 

advised police control of these de-
velopments. The woman was then 

seen speaking to delivery drivers 
and finally disappear from view into 

the multi-storey.   

When police officers arrived at the 
car park they were approached by 

one of the delivery drivers, who told 

them the woman had been offering 

them drugs.  The officers located the 
woman in the car park and she was 

arrested and taken to the police sta-
tion to be searched.  

The close working crime prevention 

partnership between CCTV, the po-

lice and numerous retailers and pubs 

includes sharing information that 

strengthens the ability of each unit 

to prevent crime as well as appre-

hend the offenders when crimes are 

committed.  

 

BACK TO THE FUTURE 

High Street North, Stevenage Old 
Town, 13th February, 00:30 hrs 

In this incident, the facility for con-

trollers to immediately recall and 
review camera images recorded ear-

lier, coupled with the controllers ob-
servation and memory of which ar-

eas had been previously monitored, 

led to the arrest of a woman, for 

being drunk in charge of a vehicle.    

The controller received a report that 

a woman leaving the Standing Order 

public house was very drunk and 

had driven off in her car.  No details 

of the vehicle were available, but the 

controller was able to review the 

scene recorded earlier and obtain 

the registration number of the vehi-

cle being driven by the woman.   

This information was passed to the 

police who went to the woman’s ad-

dress where she was questioned and 

arrested for what is officially de-

scribed as failing to provide a speci-

men, which of course includes the 

breath test. 

Bull Plain, Hertford 
Baldock Traffic 

 

The High Street, Stevenage Old Town 



SHOULD HAVE GONE HOME 

Parliament Square, Hertford, 24th Janu-
ary, 21:20 hrs 

The Hertford House Hotel called con-

trollers requesting them to monitor a 
drunken woman who had been abusive 

to their staff.  The woman was located 
walking round Parliament Square, abus-

ing members of the public and other 
door staff in the area. 

The woman’s details were passed to the 
police control room and officers arrived 

and issued the woman with a notice 
under Section 

27 of the Vio-

lent Crime Act, 
pertaining to 

alcohol related 
disorder in 

public places.  
The controller 

continued to 
monitor the 

woman, who 
should have 

left the area, 
but  returned 

to the Hertford 
Hotel and at-

tempted to 
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gain entry. When this was denied she 

assaulted the door staff.  The police 
were called to the incident again and this 

time the woman was arrested and taken 
into custody. 

The legislation mentioned, allows the 

police to give directions to individuals 

who represent a risk of crime or disor-

der, typically through alcohol abuse lead-

ing to drunken and aggressive behav-

iour.  The directions may require the 

individual to leave a locality and prohibit 

them from returning for a period not 

exceeding 48 hours. The notice must be 

presented in writing and any person who 

fails to comply with its contents is guilty 

of an offence and if convicted is liable to 

a substantial fine. 

ONE THING LEADS TO AN-

OTHER 

Six Hills Way, Stevenage, 12th 
March, 15:45 

An Airwaves request was broadcast 

for attention to be kept for a black 

VW Golf car, registration given, the 
occupants of which were suspects in 

the theft of meat from Tesco’s and 
were believed to be in the Steve-

nage area.   

Acting on this request, a controller 
began monitoring Asda and Tesco’s 

store entrances in the town.  Shortly 
afterwards the controller spotted the 

vehicle entering Tesco’s in the town 
centre.   

Police control was informed and 

Tesco’s security staff were asked to 
see if they could locate the car and 

keep an eye on it.  A Police Commu-

McDonald’s Borehamwood 

Shops in Royston 

Broadway Gardens, Letchworth 
Hertford Town 



nity Support Officer arrived at the 

store and was directed to the parked 
car by Tesco staff.   

When the two occupants of the car 
returned from the store they were 

questioned and arrested for theft. 

The story does not stop there, be-
cause whilst being questioned it 

transpired that the woman driver of 
the car only had a license valid to 

drive an automatic car and as the 
Golf was not automatic she had ef-

fectively been driving the car without 

insurance.  

 

STORE THEFT ARRESTS 

The Forum, Stevenage Town Centre, 
30th January, 12:16 hrs 

T.K.maxx staff used the Shoplink Radio 

to call the CCTV control room when they 

witnessed two men in their store bag-
ging items of stock.  While the store 

staff informed the police, controllers 
monitored the front of the store with a 

camera in the Forum car park.   

The two men left the store before the 

police arrived and were followed on 

camera as they walked to a car parked 

some way away in a secluded position at 

the rear of Staples stationery store.   

This ploy did not escape the camera 

surveillance, or stop their progress being 

                  http://www.stevenage.gov.uk/about-stevenage/cctv/ 

reported to the police control room as 

controllers seamlessly tracked their car 

journey through three further cameras 

views before being stopped by the police 

in Lytton Way, where both the men were 

arrested. 

 

SMASHING TIMES 

High Street, Shefford, 5th February, 
01:03 hrs 

Bedfordshire police control contacted 

controllers following reports of a group 

of youths smashing in shop fronts in 

Shefford High Street.  The controller 

located a 

group of two 

men and a 

woman, who 

were caus-

ing a ruckus, 

and one of 

the men 

appeared to 

have some kind of implement in his 

hand. These details were passed back to 

the police and while the group was being 

monitored  a silver car stopped and 

members of the group appeared to try to 

gain access to the car, and then become 

aggressive with the male driver.  

The driver got out of the car and fol-

lowed the group as they made off down 

an alleyway out of view. Further reports 

came in of a man near Morrisons super-

market having sustained a head injury 

before police and an ambulance arrived 

and the three men  were arrested for 

causing an affray. 

 

AMPTHILL FUNCTION - MAN 

ARRESTED 

Russett’s Plantation, Ampthill, 03:13 hrs 

Whilst monitoring the end of a 

function at Ampthill Town Football 

Club, controllers saw police officers 

arrive to oversee the dispersal of the 

people attending the function.  One 

man unwisely decided to chance his 

luck by accessing his vehicle while 

under the influence of alcohol.  This 

proved to be a bit of an “own goal” 

as officers arrested the man for 

drink driving. 

Shenley Road, Borehamwood 

Shefford Parish Church 


