
Questions or ideas?  EQuestions or ideas?  EQuestions or ideas?  EQuestions or ideas?  E----mail: CameraShy@SG4.org.ukmail: CameraShy@SG4.org.ukmail: CameraShy@SG4.org.ukmail: CameraShy@SG4.org.uk    

Hermitage Road, Hitchin, 30 May, 12:58 

Around one o’clock on a weekday 

afternoon, controllers received a call 
from a Town Ranger in Hitchin re-
porting a gang of Eastern European 
women in Hermitage Road, who had 
tried purse dipping an elderly lady in 
the Keech Hospice charity shop. 

Using the camera on Windmill Hill, 

three suspects were located and seen 
getting into a black BMW car in 
Queen Street, which  then left the 
town by way of Hollow Lane. The 
police were given a description of the 
vehicle and its registration number 
and the CCTV controllers remained 
watchful for any further sightings of 
the car.   

They were rewarded when one sharp 
eyed controller spotted the vehicle 
approaching Stevenage at Coreys 
Mill.  The police were updated with 
the location of the vehicle, which had 
stopped in Sainsbury’s Supermarket.   

The police arrived and all four occu-
pants of the car were arrested for 
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attempted theft. Top marks to the 
eagle eyed controllers who ensured 
that although the thieves could run, 
they could not hide. 

 

THE WRONG CAR… 
High Street, Potters Bar, 21 May, 00:43 

Police control contacted CCTV with 

a report that three men had been 
attempting to break into a fish bar 
opposite the Green Man pub in Pot-
ters Bar High Street. 

Controllers searched the area and 
found three men fitting the descrip-
tion given, jumping in front of cars 
along the High Street and banging 
their windows.   

The camera images were patched 
through to police control and the 
men continued to be monitored as 
they split up and one of them left 
in the direction of the bus station.  
The remaining two men then un-
successfully attempted to gain ac-
cess to a parked vehicle occupied 
by a young woman, and finally one 
of the men ran out in front of a car 
as it pulled into the parade of 
shops opposite the bus station. If 
he was hoping to demand a ride, 
he was not going to be disap-
pointed, because the vehicle was 
an unmarked police car!   

The two men where arrested for 
crimes which included attempted 
burglary at the fish bar and at-
tempted theft of lead from the pub 
opposite. 

Windmill Hill, seen from Hermitage Road 
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LAPTOP ARREST 
Whitehorse Street, Baldock, 16 April, 
23:50 hrs 

A controller was monitoring White-

horse Road when he saw a suspi-
cious looking man approach a group 
of people loitering in the street.  The 
man appeared to ask for a light for 
his cigarette and then moved on, but 
immediately a scuffle broke out 
among the remaining group, over a 
yellow bag which had suddenly ap-
peared.   

The controller was patching images 
of the group through to the North 
Hertfordshire police control when 
three men from the group moved off 
towards the High Street.  At that 
moment a live report regarding the 
theft of two laptop computers from a 
train at Baldock Railway Station was 
heard on Airwaves.  

Another controller, who was setting 
up the High Street camera to moni-
tor the mens’ progress, could see 
that one of them was  carrying a 
laptop.  The man tried to hide the 
laptop in his clothing before turning 

into Simpson Drive, where they were 
all stopped by police officers and 
arrested.   

There was no sign of the second 
stolen laptop, but there was a fur-
ther report of a man acting suspi-
ciously at the railway station.  When 
the police arrived at the station a 
man had made off along the tracks, 
but one more remaining  man was 
arrested at the station in connection 
with the theft. 

 

WHAT WERE THEY 

THINKING? 
St.George’s Way,  Stevenage, 23 April, 
02:30 hrs 

controllers often notice behaviour 

that looks suspicious, or  people that 
are carrying suspicious looking 
items.  In the early hours of the 
morning a controller watched two 
men walking across Georges Way, 
carrying what looked to be sledge 
hammers, as they climbed over the 
central reservation.  

Both men, who were wearing ruck-
sacks, made their way to the corner 
of Marshgate and then carried on to 
Park Place, where they attempted to 
hide out of view of the cameras un-
der the shopping canopy.   

They eventually reappeared and 
made their way back into Marshgate 
and round the back of Marks and 
Spencer’s, where they were met by 
police officers who had been alerted 
to the men’s suspicious behaviour.  

One man was carrying a sledge 
hammer and the other a pick axe, 

and they were 
both arrested for 
going equipped 

for burglary 
and for car-
rying offen-
sive weap-

ons. 

One wonders 
how they may 

have hoped to avoid detection, or 
explain the tools they were carrying.  
A little early for work on the building 
site perhaps? 
 

Image  
St. George’s Way, Stevenage 
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GAME PLAN UPSET 
Swingate, Stevenage, 25 April, 16:45 hrs, 

CCTV controllers received a call 

from Tesco store security in the 
town, asking them to monitor a man 
leaving their store who they sus-
pected of shoplifting.  

Controllers followed the suspect’s 
progress past the courthouse and on 
towards the Matalan car park, where 
the man got into a black VW car.  
The man was joined by a woman 
and together they left the car park 
on foot after dropping an item in a 
nearby waste bin.  The couple 
walked towards the CEX entertain-
ment exchange store and Tesco and 
CEX security staff were kept in-
formed of their progress.   

When the couple  attempted to sell 
the games stolen  from Tesco to 
CEX,  they were detained and the 
controller told the security staff 
about the item the couple had 
binned in Matalan’s car park.  Secu-
rity checked the waste bin and found 
security tags from Tesco’s goods 

wrapped in silver foil. Police at-
tended CEX and both suspects were 
arrested. 

 

NO USE CRYING 

OVER SPILT MILK 
Potter Street, Bishops Stortford, 00:56 
hrs. 

A controller spotted a sobbing fe-

male in Potter Street. She was with 
police officers and a doorman from 
the Baroosh bar, who were trying to 
console her after she had been 
stopped for driving the  wrong way 
up a one way street and then had 

blown over the limit when she was 
breath tested.  
 
 

WISHED HE HADN’T? 
Shenley Road, Borehamwood, 00:18 hrs. 

A controller watched a man, who 

was extremely wobbly on his feet, 
leaving the Wishing Well public 
house in Shenley Road. When the 
man got into a car and drove away, 
police control was informed of this 
suspected drunken driver.  

The controller used cameras to fol-
low the progress of the car along 
Shenley Road and Furzehill Road, 
until a police unit stopped the car 
and the man was breathalysed and 
arrested for being drunk in charge of 
the vehicle after blowing over twice 
the legal limit.  

Police officers may stop a driver to 
request a breath test when there is 
reasonable suspicion of drink driv-
ing, or a moving traffic offence is 
committed, or the driver is involved 
in an accident. 

 

Bliss Bar in Sun Street, Hitchin 

Shenley Road, Borehamwood. 
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COSTLY BUSINESS 
High Street, Stevenage Old Town, 00:45 
hrs. 

A smashed charity shop window, 

CCTV, police, and NHS resources all  
added to the cost of this incident, 
following a report from Cinnabar 
Café that a man had smashed a win-
dow at the Garden Hospice shop in 
the High Street.   

The man had cut his right arm in the 
process of smashing the window and 
when police arrived to arrest the 
man, he had to be taken to Lister 
Hospital for treatment.  

This and many incidents like it will 
never be reported in the local press, 
so who counts the true cost? 

 

DRUNK DRIVES KIDS 
Fleming Crescent, Hertford, 11 June, 
18:26 hrs 

Controllers heard over Airwaves, 

that a woman had reported that her 
husband had driven off in the family 
car smelling strongly of alcohol. She 

said that he had headed off in the 
direction of Sele Farm.  

Controllers spotted the car in Flem-
ing Crescent, where a male was 
seen walking away from the driver’s 
door towards the Co-op shop. The 
police controller was informed and 
officers arrived at the shops as the 
man was returning to the car.  The 
man was breathalysed and was just 
over the legal limit.  

Police control then liaised with the 
mother and the children were taken 
to a nearby family friend, while the 
husband was arrested and taken to 
the police station for a second 
breath test. 

 

EXPENSIVE PARK-

ING SPOT 
Hitchin Market Place and Sun Street, 15 
June, 20:49 hrs. 

Inconsiderate parking cost this 

driver more than a parking fine 
when he decided to stop in Market 
Place opposite the Churchgate Shop-
ping Centre.   

Following a request from the police 
control room CCTV cameras focused 
on an empty blue car blocking the 
single track access to Sun Street, to 
traffic from the High Street.  As the 
vehicle was being monitored a man 
returned to the car and placed a bag 
of shopping in the rear of the car, at 
which point an unmarked police car  
arrived and stopped behind the 
blocking car.  

Plain clothed officers challenged the 
man and reported to their control 
that the man was intoxicated.  The 
officers requested a unit with a 
breathalyser to attend the scene 
while they moved the blue car to a 
safe place.  

When the second police unit arrived 
the man 
was breath 
tested and 
was ar-
rested for 
b l o w i n g 
more than 
twice the 
legal limit. 

Bull Plain, Hertford 
Baldock Traffic 

 

High Street, Stevenage Old Town 



CARS WERE NOT 

MADE FOR THIS 
South Street, Bishops Stortford, 3 June, 
20:26 hrs. 

A member of staff at the Bridge 

House pub in South Street was 
heard requesting police assistance 
via the pub link radio system. As 
there was no immediate response a 
CCTV controller answered and asked 
what the problem was.   

The manager of the pub replied that 
a drunken male had been causing 
problems and was now outside the 
pub on the opposite side of the 
road.  The controller monitored the 
man who was seen to harass some 
female passers-by and then climb on 
the bonnet of a parked car, then 
onto the roof where he began 
bouncing up and down. 

Obviously tired by his exertions he 
then got off the car and laid down in 
the road. The police were informed 
of the situation and as they ap-
proached the man got up, crossed 
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the road and casually stood on the 
corner trying to look innocent. 

The man was questioned and was 
cautioned, but resisted arrest and 
continued to cause problems as he 
was taken away in a police van. 

 

QUICK CHANGE 
Broadway Gardens, Letchworth, 03 June, 
15:19 hrs. 

Superdrug staff in Letchworth used 

the Shoplink radio system to alert 
other retailers and CCTV controllers 
to a known shoplifter leaving their 
store and heading towards Leys Ave-
nue.   

Controllers monitored the male sus-
pect walking up Leys Avenue to-
wards the train station, where he  
changed out of a distinctive stripped 
top into a plain T-shirt. The man, 
who was also wanted and known to 
the police, left the station while po-
lice officers were searching for him. 
As he made off towards Morrison’s 
car park, controllers gave police offi-

cers details of the man’s move-
ments.  

The suspect reappeared by the col-
lege entrance and made off towards 
Broadway Gardens. All this time, his 
movements had been tracked and 
the police were kept informed until 
they caught up with the suspect and 
he was arrested. 

 

CALL FOR ASSIS-

TANCE 
Dunstable Street, Ampthill, 31 May, 
00:35 hrs. 

Controllers heard police officers us-

ing their Airwaves emergency button 
to call for assistance and a van to 
attend a residence in Dunstable 
Street, Ampthill.   

Controllers monitored the premises 
and patched the camera images 
through to the Bedfordshire police 
control room.  A second unit arrived 
followed by a van, and a man, hand-
cuffed and carried by four police 
officers, was brought out to the van.  
The man had taken unknown sub-

McDonald’s Borehamwood 

Shops in Royston 

DRUG DRIVING: Propos-

als 
 
Reported in RoSPA Care on the Road   

The government is considering plans  to 

make it easier to prosecute those driving 
while under the influence of controlled 
drugs. A consultation paper proposes 17 
named drugs and the limits to be set.  A 
zero tolerance is proposed for eight 
drugs most commonly associated with 
illegal use including cannabis, ecstasy, 
cocaine and LSD amongst others. There 
are also proposals to include some medi-
cally prescribed drugs that affect a pa-
tients ability to drive, although the limits 
set will recognise prescribed directions 
on dosage.  The consultation closes on 
September 17th. Search www.gov.uk for 
Drug driving: proposed regulations.  

 

Broadway Gardens, Letchworth 



stances and had become violent. He 
was then taken to hospital in the 
police van. 

 

IDENTITY VERIFIED 
Manor Way, Borehamwood, 3 April, 
17:09 hrs. 

CCTV often has a role in helping to 
identify individuals who have split 
away from a group of lawbreakers 
before the police arrive at an inci-
dent.  Camera images can rewind 
time, and place them in the group of 
wrong doers.  On this occasion, po-
lice requested CCTV controllers to 
monitor a group of men near Paxton 
Court in Manor Way.  The group was 
seen to make their way down Manor 
Way and were monitored as they 
appeared by McDonalds in Shenley 
Road. The group, consisting of six 
men,  made their way along the 
road as far as the Subway store, 
where they split up and five mem-
bers walked off down Cardinal Ave-
nue. The police stopped the group of 
five and the police and CCTV con-
trollers looked for the sixth man who 
had split from the group. Police 
found a male matching the descrip-
tion in the KFC shop and when he 
was brought in view of the cameras, 
controllers confirmed he was the 
sixth man.  All six males were ar-

                  http://www.stevenage.gov.uk/about-stevenage/cctv/ 

rested for attempted robbery and 
violence to secure property. 

 

DRIVER OVERTURNS 

CAR 
Walsworth Road, Hitchin, 6 April, 02:56 hrs. 

Controllers monitored a transmis-

sion from North Hertfordshire police 
control room reporting a Silver Ford 
Focus upside down on it’s roof at the 
junction with Verulam Road.  Cam-
eras located and monitored the car, 
the driver of which had lost control. 
The police attended the scene and 
the driver was breathalysed and 
found to be nearly four times over 
the alcohol limit and arrested. The 
vehicle was eventually recovered. It 
was amazing that the driver should 
even contemplate driving after drink-
ing so much alcohol, and extremely 
fortunate that no other vehicle was 
involved at the time. 

 

CONCERN FOR WEL-

FARE 
Bedwell Shops, Stevenage, 9 April, 02:45 

hrs. 

The police control called CCTV con-
trollers following reports of a man 
harming himself near the Bedwell 
shops. Controllers monitored the 

area but nothing was seen, however 
when police units arrived  and 
searched the area they found blood 
in a telephone kiosk.  More police 
units were called in to the search 
and the controller continued to 
search the wider general area. The 
controller spotted the man at the 
Glebe shops, which are over a mile 
away, and advised the police con-
trol.  The man, being monitored on 
camera, was seen walking down 
towards Darwin Road. Police arrived 
with a dog unit which tracked the 
man into the lakes where he was 
stopped and arrested for threatening 
to kill  his wife and child. 
 

GIFT SHOP BUR-

GLARY 
Amwell End, Ware, 21 May, 03:34 hrs. 

Controllers heard over Airwaves of a 

burglary reported to be taking place 
in Amwell End shops. The controller 
spotted a man in a dark hoody and 
grey joggers waiting around by Bud-
dies Gift Shop.  The controller no-
ticed a brick and broken glass on the 
ground nearby as the man  entered 
the shop.  A police dog unit arrived 
at the shop premises and went in-
side and pulled a man out of the 
shop. More police units arrived and 
reported that a man was seen leav-
ing the back of the shop.  The con-
troller was able to confirm that the 
man being detained at the front of 
the shop was not the one seen on 
camera entering it.  The police dog 
and officers tracked a man down the 
nearby river tow path where he was 
detained.  This time controllers con-
firm it was the man initially seen 
entering the shop. The police ar-
rested both the detained men and 
requested an area search, as a 
member of the public had reported 
seeing four men near the scene. A 
further search was carried out but 
no further suspects were seen. 
 

 

Shenley Road, Borehamwood 

Verulam Road, Hitchin 


