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Driver Withheld His De-
tails 

High Street, Stevenage Old Town, 
14th Aug. 16:27 hrs. 

Controllers heard a report of a 

road traffic collision in the High 

Road, outside the White Lion Pub in 

Stevenage Old Town. It transpired 

that the owner of one of the vehi-

cles involved would not provide his 

details to the other driver.   

When a controller viewed the High 

Street, the offending driver, a male, 

was seen putting up the roof of his 

convertible car before visiting the 

CIU Social Club and then popping 

into the bookies.  

Obviously untroubled by the plight 

of the other driver involved, he was 

about to get a surprise when, ad-

vised by the CCTV controller as to 

In This Issue. 

Lives put at risk by this dan-
gerous cocktail. 

Christmas is the traditional time 

to promote the warnings about 

drinking and driving and yet this 

issue of the newsletter contains 

details of incidents involving 

driving while drunk and driving 

under the influence of drugs.   

CCTV controllers log many inci-

dents involving the arrest of late 

night revellers for possession of 

drugs, how many of these inci-

dents take potentially dangerous 

drivers off our road is not 

known. 
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ARSON ATTACKS IN TOWN 

CENTRE - CCTV SWINGS 

INTO ACTION 

Market Street, Hertford, 7th July 02:40 

C CTV controllers were instrumental in the arrest of three criminals 
charged with arson and criminal damage after cutting a swathe of dam-

age and fires through Hertford town centre. 

The first report came when police officers noticed rubbish bags on fire out-
side Barclay Bank in Market Street. The fire brigade were called and fireman 

put the fire out while CCTV controllers became involved in investigating the 
cause of the fire.  The footage recorded earlier by the camera at the junc-

tion with Birchley Green was replayed and three suspects were seen ap-

proaching the bags minutes before they were found on fire. 

While controllers now had images of the suspects, reports continued to 

come in of more fires being set in Maidenhead Street and Bull Plain.  

Finally a report was heard of an eyewitness 
seeing three people attempting to set fire to 

the Waitrose store in the Birchley Green shop-
ping centre. 

Controllers began an area search and located 

the suspects outside Lloyds Bank. They 

were  then seen to run down an alleyway 

next to The Snug Bar. Police officers were up-

dated on the suspects whereabouts and when 

they caught up with the suspects all three 

were arrested for arson and criminal damage. 
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his whereabouts, police officers ar-

rived to take his details.   

The officers discovered the converti-

ble car he had  been driving was not 

insured and it also appeared that   

the driver may have been drinking.   

The officers passed the man’s details 

on to the other driver and then ar-

rested the man, presumably  for fail-

ing to provide information he was 

required by law to do. 

Cocktail #1, Driving and 
Drugs 

The Oval, Stevenage, 10th Jul. 09:10 
hrs. 

Controllers turned the cameras on  

one of the mini roundabouts at the 

Oval in Stevenage.   They saw an 

ambulance and a police car that 

were attending the scene of a traffic 

collision involving a silver car driven 

by an elderly male driver who had 

sustained injuries from his seatbelt 

in the force of the collision.  

The elderly man was taken to hospi-

tal in the ambulance, while the other 

driver involved was arrested for driv-

ing whilst under the influence of 

drugs. 

Cocktail #2, Driving and 
Alcohol 

Brook Road, Borehamwood, 8th Au-
gust 11:14 hrs. 

Controllers heard over Airwaves that 

a car had crashed in Brook Road and 

were able to monitor the scene from 

the camera in Aberford Park.   

The Fire Service attended the acci-

dent and released the woman driver  

from her car which had hit other 

cars before finally overturning.  The 

police also attended the scene and 

she was given a preliminary breath 

test which resulted in her arrest for 

drink driving. 

Queen St, Hitchin 10th July 22:56 
hrs. 

Controllers patched images of a col-

lision in Queen Street through to the 

police control room while they con-
tinued to monitor the situation.   

Four vehicles were involved and 

three parked cars were written off 

by a fourth car whose male driver 
was arrested for drink driving and 

dangerous driving. 

It is possible that had the crash not 
occurred on a Sunday night there 

would have been pedestrian casual-
ties  as a result of this criminal driv-

ing. Luckily there were none. 

 

Radburn Way, Letchworth 26th Jul. 
23:59 hrs. 

Two men were arrested in Letch-

worth after failing to stop their vehi-

cle for the police in Nightingale 
Road, Hitchin.  

Controllers monitored the scene as 

officers searched the men, when one 
of them attempted to escape and 

 
Under the Misuse of Drugs Act 1971, illegal 

drugs are placed into one of 3 classes - A, B or 
C. This is broadly based on the harms they 
cause either to the user or to society when 
they are misused. 

The class into which a drug is placed affects 
the maximum penalty for an offence involving 
the drug. For example, Class A drugs attract 
the most severe penalty as they are 
considered likely to cause the most serious 
harm. Drugs controlled under the Misuse of 
Drugs Act are illegal to have, produce, give 
away or sell. 

• Class A drugs include: heroin, cocaine 
(including crack), , methadone, ecstasy, LSD 
and magic mushrooms. 

• Class B includes: amphetamines, 
barbiturates, codeine, cannabis and more. 

• Class C includes: benzodiazepines 

(tranquilisers) GHB/GBL, ketamine, 
anabolic steroids and more.  

• Not all drugs are illegal, but that doesn’t 

mean they aren’t harmful. For example, 
tobacco and alcohol can seriously damage 
your health. And recently new ‘legal 
highs’ have been developed to mimic the 
effects of illegal drugs like cocaine and 
ecstasy but are structurally different 
enough to avoid being classified as illegal 
substances under the Misuse of Drugs 
Act. However, they can still have 
dangerous side effects. 
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was chased and caught after trying 

to hide in a garden. Both men 
were found to have crack cocaine 

and cannabis in their possession 
and were arrested by police offi-

cers. 

Crack is the most potent form in 
which cocaine appears, it is also 

the riskiest as it is between 75% 

and 100% pure, far stronger and 
more potent than regular cocaine. 

The crack is smoked in a pipe and 
is highly addictive. Driving and 

drugs are a deadly cocktail. 

 

Market Place, Hitchin, 2nd Jul. 
01:52 hrs. 

Controllers monitoring the crowd 

in the smoking area of Osinsky’s 

Bar noticed three men who ap-
peared to be passing drugs 

amongst themselves and one man 
appeared to be ‘snorting’ some 

powder.   

The controller attempted to con-

tact Osinsky’s door staff on the 
radio, but was unsuccessful.   Ra-

dio contact was made with the 

Hitchin Town Rangers and they were 

advised of the controller’s suspicion 
that drugs were being taken.   

The Town Rangers did manage to 

contact the door staff and also called 
the police.  Controllers continued to 

monitor the scene, when alerted to 
the approaching police and rangers, 

one of the men attempted to run 

and as he made off he was seen to 
flick the drugs he was carrying out 

of his pocket.   

He failed to make good his escape 
when he was apprehended by door 

staff and police officers, who were 
able to recover the discarded Class A 

drugs. The man was arrested for 

possession of the drugs. 

A second man was searched and 
Cannabis was found in his posses-

sion. He was given a warning and 
released.  

Class A drugs attract the most se-

vere penalty as they are considered 
likely to cause the most serious 

harm. Drugs controlled under the 

Misuse of Drugs Act are illegal to 
have, produce, give away, or sell. 

Sadly all the foregoing incidents are 

just some of many incidents of their 

kind recorded in the third quarter of 

2016. 

 

No Fooling Us 

North Street, Bishops Stortford, 18th 
Jul. 12:20 hrs. 

Controllers received a call from the 

Hertfordshire Police Control Room 

concerning a theft from Waitrose in 

Bishops Stortford.  

The suspect, a man whose descrip-

tion was given, had made off on a 

bicycle after the reported theft.  A 
man wearing the white jacket and 

blue joggers detailed in the descrip-
tion, was seen riding a bike the 

wrong way down Potters Street and 

then down an alleyway beside Marks 
& Spencer’s, towards Riverside. 

As controllers continued to monitor 

the suspect, he stopped and entered 
the rear entrance to M&S and con-

trollers duly passed this information 
on to the police, who were directed  

 

 

Hitchin Market Place 
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to man’s location via Shoplink radio. 

Controllers viewing the scene saw 

the man exit the front entrance to 
the store and double back behind 

the pursuing police officers and 
make off again. 

Controllers are quite street wise and 

so anticipated this ploy and, while 

continuing to monitor the suspect, 

directed the police 

again as to the sus-

pect’s location, where 

he was eventually 

stopped and ar-

rested for theft. 

 

Our Safety At Stake 

Leisure Park, Stevenage, 20th Aug. 
23:25 hrs. 

Not all incidents reported in this 

newsletter result in arrests, but 

some of those that do not, illustrate 
the watchfulness of police officers, 

CCTV controllers and the public 
minded concerns of ordinary people. 

Controllers heard a report of a man 

in camouflage styled clothing who 
was seen to put what appeared to 

be an assault rifle into a car parked 
on the Leisure Park.  The police lo-

cated the car and found that there 

also appeared to be bladed weapons 
inside. The police now began to ar-

range for the vehicle to be  removed 
for the public’s safety. 

Meanwhile, working on the descrip-

tion of the man’s clothing and that 
he was wearing his grey hair in a 

ponytail, controllers spotted a man 

matching this description walking 
across the walkway from the Leisure 

Park to the railway station in a group 
of  people wearing fancy dress. 

The police were informed and 

stopped the group and the man in 
question returned to his car with the 

police so that they could check on 

the reported items it contained.  

The police duly checked the contents 

of the car and confirmed that the 

items were harmless ones intended 
for use in re-enactments.  Doubtless 

the police officers were able to offer 

the man some words of advice. 

The incident was perhaps due to a 

thoughtless oversight on the part of 

innocent partygoers, but it illustrates 

the watchfulness of those who look 

after our public safety. 

 

Suspicious Behaviour 

West St. Ware, 12th Jul. 01:33 

The controller monitoring Ware 

from the camera in West Street op-

posite Tudor Square, noticed two 

men behaving suspiciously in the 

early hours of the morning.  

One man kept his face covered as 

they both started looking into differ-

ent premises and one was seen to 

be trying doors. Then when one man  

tried  to force open a door with his 

foot the police were advised and 

arrived as both men were about to 

leave the area in a car.  

Stevenage Leisure Park 



As the car was being driven away 

down the one way street, an ap-

proaching police car fell in behind it 

and stopped the vehicle, which was 

known to them, out of camera sight.  

The car was being driven with false 

number plates and the two men 

were arrested for “going equipped to 

steal”. 

 

Red Spot Arrest 

Darkes Lane, Potters Bar, 26th Aug. 
19:01 

Controllers heard reports of a fight 
taking place and chairs being thrown 

about at Weatherspoon’s Admiral 

Byng in a part of Darkes Lane out-
side the camera coverage. 

Controllers monitored the more 

populous part of Darkes Lane and a 
short while later saw a bare chested 

man outside W H Smith’s, behaving 
aggressively and with a glass bottle 

in his hand.  The police arrived at 

the location equipped with a Taser 
which they drew and sighted a red 
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spot on the man. 

Aware of the 

Taser the 

man became 

c o m p l i a n t 

and lay on 

the ground 

and was 

handcuffed, although he continued 

swearing and being verbally aggres-

sive.  It transpired that he was the 

man reported in the incident at 

Weatherspoon’s, which had been 

triggered by him being refused entry 

to the pub.   

He was arrested for a Public Order 

offence. 

Public Order offence. 

High St. Potters Bar, 6th Jul. 20:30 

Elsewhere in Potters Bar, in the 

High Street opposite the War Memo-

rial,  controllers heard over Airwaves 

radio that a man of a certain appear-
ance was shouting and creating a 

disturbance, proclaiming that he 

wanted nine wives and making ref-
erences to terrorism, shouting that 

he wanted to shoot people. 

Controllers were called by the police 

control room and told that the man 

was now in Oakmere Park and had 

been approaching women in an un-

solicited manner.  

The controllers began monitoring the 

exits of the park in case the man 

moved on before the police arrived 

to deal with the situation.  When 

officers arrived at the park they 

were approached by two women 

who reported that the man was still 

approaching women in the park and 

the officers entered the park and 

located the man.  

Despite the threat to kill people the 

man was unarmed, but was arrested 

none the less. 

 

Darkes Lane, Potters Bar 



Round And About With 

ADPRO 

Hertfordshire CCTV Partnership 

monitor the school grounds with 

ADPRO alarms around the counties. 
The system alerts controllers when 

there is unauthorised out of hours 
access to school grounds, with the 

aim of safeguarding property and 
deterring, or detecting any criminal 

activity. 

The alarm system at Dame Alice 

Owens School in Potters Bar was 
activated three times during July to 

August. Typically the alarms oc-

curred between ten in the evening 
and midnight.  On each occasion the 

persons involved were requested to 
leave the site by a loudspeaker sys-

tem and the trespassers complied  
each time. 

At the Barclay School in Walkern, 

the alarm was triggered inadver-

tently by a member of staff around 
eight in the evening.  When the con-

troller viewed the school the cam-

eras reveal a man in the lobby of the 
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premises and although his activity did 

not appear suspicious the nominated 
key holders where contacted and it 

was established that he man was a 
member of staff delayed on the site 

by electricians working there. Atten-
tion was kept until the member of 

staff was seen leaving the school in 

his car. 

At St. Josephs Catholic Primary 

School in Watford an ADPRO alarm 

was activated in the evening by a 

group of youths playing football in 
the school field.  The system loud-

speakers were used  to ask them to  

leave the site immediately, but the 

youths carried on playing.  The con-
troller called the school caretaker 

who agreed to attend the site and 
deal with the unauthorised access. 

Broxbourne School was where, 

while checking the alarm system, a 

controller noticed a group of youths 
walking onto the site and sitting at 

the picnic tables there.  When asked 
to leave the youths did not react and 

the controller contacted Arena Secu-

rity, the nominated responder, to 
visit the site. In the meantime the 

group were monitored for the secu-
rity of the premises. 

And Finally… 

It’s All In A Day’s Work 

Controllers heard over Airwaves a 

report of a missing 9 year old 
schoolgirl. 

The girl was reported missing from a 

school in Stevenage when grandpar-
ent who had been delegated to col-

lect her from school found she was 

not there waiting for them.   

The girls parents were attending at 

Lister Hospital with another sick 

child and had called the school to 
arrange for the grandparents to col-

lect the child, however the staff at 
the school failed to pass the infor-

mation to the child, who presumably 

not seeing the expected parents had 
set off for home by herself. 

Her absence triggered a missing per-

sons search with CCTV controllers 

and police officers involved.  No sign 

of the child was to be seen on her 

route home and when police officers 

arrive at her home address they dis-

cover that on finding the house 

empty the girl had called at the 

neighbours and was waiting safely 

there.  

This incident has a happy ending, 

but the search for missing persons 

and those with welfare concerns is 

all in the days work for controllers. 
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